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Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates three projects to strengthen inland waterways on
Brahmaputra (National Waterway-2) in Dibrugarh
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- Summary: ~N

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated three waterway projects on National Waterway-2 (Brahmaputra River)
to boost inland waterways. The projects include Customs and Immigration Complexes at Bogibil and Dhubri, and a
renovated heritage building in Dibrugarh, aiming to enhance trade, tourism, and administrative efficiency in the region

while preserving cultural heritage.




| S ¥aTr st
PRESS INFORMATION BUREAUJ

TIRd X

Publication Name:

Page No:
3

The Eastern Chronicle

Publication Date:
03/03/2026

CCM:
213.31

Edition:
Guwahati

' Sonowal attends Khring Khring
Baitho Puja in Dibrugarh

=

CHROMICLE NEWS SERVICE

DIBRUGARH: Union minister
and Dibrugarh Lok Sabla MP
Sarbananda Sonowal attend-
ed the Ehring Khring Baithn
Puja, the traditional agricul-
tural festival of the Sonwal
Eachari community, at Jokal
in Dibrugarh on Mondayv, The
programme was organised by
the Government of Assam
cultural affalrs department

Addressing the gathering
as chief guest, Sonowal said
India has been able to prosent
itself before the world with
dignity under the leadership
of Narendra ModL rooted in the
cointry's ancient cultural tra-
ditions. He said values drawn
from Sanatan culture have
helped project Indla's Intel-
lectual, spiritual and cultural
thought globally.

Extending greetings on the
orcasion, Sonowal expressed
hope that the festival would
strengthen heritage, unkty and
traditional values of the Sonwal
Kacharl community and bring
prosperity, peace and a bounti-
ful harvest.

Highlighting the importance
of spiritual education, he sald

- W = -

: Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal at the Khring Kring Baitho

Puja in Dibrugarh on Monday.

discipline in soclety 18 rooted
in spiritual values and added
that the spiriteal dentity of the
Somwal Kachari community is
reflected in the observance of
Ehring Khring Baitho Puja, a
tradition passed down throwgh
grnerations. He offered prayers
for the welfare and prosperity
ofall.

The union minlster sald
that while the 218t century is
marked by raphd advances in
science and technology and
growing global competition,
communities must remain
splritually and culturally

- e

strong topreserve thelr distinet
identity,

Urging the yvounger gen-
eration to excel in diverse
fielde, he stressed the need to
empower youth in education,
culture, sports, sclence, agri-
culture, industry, commerce
and research.

Among those present were
Dibrugarh Development
Authority chairman Ashim
Hazarika, Dibrugarh Munieipal
Corporation deputy mayor
Ujjwal Phukanand Dibrugarh
diztrict BJP president Dulal
Bora.

- - = .




Summary:

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal attended the Khring Khring Baitho Puja in Dibrugarh, a traditional agricultural
festival of the Sonwal Kachari community. Sonowal highlighted India's progress under Narendra Modi's leadership and
emphasized the importance of spiritual education and cultural preservation in the face of global competition.
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Discipline Cannot Be Mastered Without Spiritual Education:

Khring Baith Puja in Jakaichuk

Minister Sonowal at Khring
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- Summary:

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal attended the 'Khring Khring Baith' Puja in Dibrugarh, emphasizing the importance
of spiritual education for discipline and societal progress. He highlighted the role of the Sonowal Kachari community in
preserving their unique identity through spiritual and cultural strength. Sonowal also urged the new generation to excel in
various fields to build a strong community, drawing inspiration from India's ancient Sanatan culture under Prime Minister
Modi's leadership.
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As the Iran war intensified, disrupting Gulf shipping lanes and unsettling energy and equity markets,
the Union government activated a multi-ministry war room to stabilise trade and case port congestions.
Alongside, India stepped up efforts to protect its people in West Asia. Among the steps, the civil aviation

ministry announced 10 evacuation flights to be operated by IndiGo, from Jeddah

Govtmoves to shield trade as
Iran war chokes sea routes

SHREYA NANDI & SHINE JACOB
New Delhi/Chennai, 2 March

With the Iran war escalating
sharply and crisis deepening in
the global energy market, India
on Monday unveiled a coordi-
nated plan to support ex-
porters and shippers caught in
the fallout.

In New Delhi, officials
moved toset up a multi-minis-
try support desk to help ex-
porters and importers manage
disruptions in trade flows, after
industry representatives warn-
ed of cargo pile-ups at ports
and mounting logistics chal-
lenges linked to the conflict.

The escalation followed
joint strikes by the United
States and Israel on Iran that
killed its Supreme Leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, and
prompted retaliatory attacks by
Tran and allied armed groups
on Israel, US military targets
and several Gulf nations. Israel
widened its campaign to in-
clude Hezbollah-linked sites in
Lebanon. The intensifying ex-
changes have affected shipping
lanes, energy infrastructure
and regional airspace, with oil
prices rising and airlines can-
celling or rerouting flights.

India’s trade exposure to
West Asia is significant. Be-
tween April and December,
India exported goods worth
about $50 billion to 13 countries
in the region, accounting for
roughly 15 per cent of total out-
bound shipments. Imports
stood at $116.45 billion during
the same period, nearly a fifth
of overall inbound trade, The
region spans Gulf Cooperation
Council members — Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates — aswell as [ran, [raq,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria
and Yemen.

Export disruption

During a meeting with senior
government officials on Mon-
day to review the emerging
geopolitical  situation, ex-

(Top) The heavily damaged Gandhi Hospital in Tehran. (Above)
Israelis take cover while air-raid sirens warn of incoming missiles
launched by Iran, in Beit Shemesh on Monday

G THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN WEST ASIA
IS A MATTER OF GRAVE
CONCERN FOR US... WE
WILL CONTINUETO
WORK WITH ALL
COUNTRIES TO ENSURE
THE SAFETY OF ALL
INDIAN CITIZENS
PRESENT IN THIS
REGIONY)

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

porters warned of a looming
crisis as cargo bound for West
Asia piled up at domestic ports,
alongside growing logistics-re-
lated challenges.

The meeting was chaired by
Suchindra Misra, Special Secre-

tary, Department of Com-
merce, and Lav Agarwal, Dire-
ctor General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). The meeting was at-
tended by representatives from
logistics operators and ship-
ping lines, finance ministry,
petroleum ministry, shipping
ministry, the Reserve Bank of
India, (RBI), and export promo-
tion councils.

An official statement from
the Department of Commerce
said that discussions included
the need to maintain predicta-
bility in cargo movement,
minimise avoidable delays,
and ensure seamless docu-
mentation and payment pro-
cesses for exporters and
importers. TuntoPage 6p
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Stocks slump,
L bruised

The Sensex plunged 3% intraday

before a partial rebound, as

West Asia turmoil roiled

markets, battered the rupee and
sparked a rush to safe havens

Global upheaval

World indices 1-day chg (%)
Euro Stoxx 50* I -2 35
Hang Seng I -2
FTSE 100 I .45
Nikkei 225 [ EES
Nifty 50 I .24
S&P 500 [ K
Sectoral indices

Nifty Infrastructure | ¥k
Nifty Auto .
Nifty CD I 25
Bullion

Gold (international)* 1.2

Silver (international)* | NN -3+

Close 1-daychg
Zvs$(spot) 947  -0.55%
10-yr India Gsecyield  6.68% 15bps
India mcap# I4569tm  -I66tm

*until 8.40 pm IST; #mcap of all BSE-listed

companies; Source: Bloomberg
Compiled by BS research Bureau




- Summary:

As the Iran war intensifies and disrupts Gulf shipping lanes, the Indian government is taking steps to protect trade
routes, ease port congestion, and ensure the continuity of EXIM logistics. A multi-ministry war room has been activated,
and 10 evacuation flights will be operated by IndiGo from Jeddah to protect Indian citizens in West Asia. Prime Minister
Modi has spoken with leaders from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Israel to address the regional situation and ensure the
safety of Indian citizens. The government is also working to support exporters and importers affected by trade
disruptions. Shipping companies have raised concerns about the safety of vessels and crew, especially after attacks on
commercial vessels in the region, prompting diplomatic efforts to address the situation.
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Govtmoves to shield trade as
Iran war chokes sea routes

“The Department reiterated
the Government of Indias pri-

Pankaj Chadha, chairman
of EEPC India, said Saudi

Diplomatic engagement
ed the adminis-

early cessation of hostilities,”

trative response. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi spoke on
Mondaywith King Hamadbbin
Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain and
Crown Pr i

EXIM logistics and mitigati

anydisruptionstoIndiastrade
flows. It was emphasised that
the approach will remain
facilitative and coordinated,
‘with a focus on maintaining
supply chain resilience, pro-
tecting the  interests  of
exporters —  particularly
MSMES — with a view that
essential imports required for
domesticproductionand con-
sumption are not adversely
affected,” the statement said.
Exporters also _flagged
difficulties in shipping food
items to the region during the
ongoing month of Ramzan.
Dubai and Doha, which serve
as major air cargo hubs, have
been affected by airspace
restrictions, adverselyimpact
ing airbound shipments,
according to a person who

ing goods and serve as gate-
Ways to exports to the wider
West Asia and North Africa
region. He said if e Strait of
Hormu

rime Min-
ister Mohammed bin Salman
of Saudi Arabia, condemning

The Cabinet Committee on
Security on Sunday night
reviewed the evolving situ-
ation and directed all con-
cerned departments to take
necessary and feasible mea-
surestoassistIndian nationals

discussingthewellbeingofthe
Indian community there. He

20 per cent of global ol flows,
itwouldnot

held
sation with Israeli Prime Min-

In 2 media statement on
Monday, the PM said: "The
current situation in West
Asia is a matter of grave con-
cem for us. Indi

only lead to a spike in energy
prices but also significantly
increase freight costs.
Chadha said that a pro-
Tonged situation could erode
competitiveness due torising

“Had a telephone call with
PM Benjamin Netanyahu to
discuss the current regional
situation. Conveyed India’s
concemsover recent develop-
ments and emphasised the

Shippinglinesand
seafarers under strain

Separately, the DGFT and the
Directorate General of Ship-
ping have met stakeholders
over the past two days to dis-
cusstheissuesthey face. Awar
room has been set up as a

A source in the export
sectorsaid “around 3000 con-

cargo congestion, rerouting,
and ensuring non-West Asia

tainers” Asia
were stuck at Mundra and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port cumu-
latively in the last 24 hours.
Shippinglinerswere nottaking
fresh orders due to concerns

over the safety of crew, cargo 2

andvessels. “Shipmentstothe
Uswillgoviathe Capeof Good
Hope. However, shipmentsfor
West Asia are suspended
because of safety concerns,”
‘Sunil Vaswaniof the Container
Shipping Lines Association
said, pointing to cargo piling
upat Indian ports. To compli-
cate matters, containers con-

tions timely, a freight for-

warder aware of the

developmentssaid.
Shipping companies have

National Shipowners Associ-
ation (INSA) said 27 Indian-
flagged vessels were currently
intheregion, withmany Indian
seafarers on board. “Our pri-
‘mary concern right nowis the
safety of the seafarers and we
have requested the govern-
‘ment for the same” said Anil
Devl, INSA i

tocongestion.
ingtoprovideadditionalspace
as operators adopta wait-and-
watchapproacl

Export promotion bodies
said_prolonged uncertainty
could result in_ widespread

Reportsof
mercial vessels  have
heightened anxiety. Oman’s
Ministry of Defence said an
unmanned boat struckthe oil

renegotiation of contracts. Govern

Trade-policy analyst S Chan-
drasekaran said that after an

explosion in the engine room
and killingone crew member.

days ago, trade routes through
theregionhadcometoastand-
still. “Due to the crisis, almost

was among those killed in a
separate drone attack on a
crude tanker in the Gulf of
Oman. Shi

will be renegotiated. I believe
one of the major sectors that
will be affected is food. In
almostall ports,containersare
stuck;” he said

hundreds of vessels, including
oil and gas tankers, dropping
anchor in nearby waters as
traders anticipated _sharp
‘movementsin crude prices.

resolution of all_ disputes
through  dialogue  and
diplomacy. We will continue
to work with all_countries
to ensure the safety of all
Indian citizens present in
thisregion.’

- Summary:

The Indian government is taking steps to protect trade routes affected by the Iran war, including diplomatic efforts and
ensuring the continuity of EXIM logistics. Prime Minister Modi has spoken with leaders from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and
Israel to address the regional situation and ensure the safety of Indian citizens. Shipping companies have raised
concerns about the safety of vessels and crew, especially after attacks on commercial vessels in the region.
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As the Iran war intensified, disrupting Gulf shipping lanes and unsettling energy and equity markets,
the Union government activated a multi-ministry war room to stabilise trade and case port congestions.
Alongside, India stepped up efforts to protect its people in West Asia. Among the steps, the civil aviation

ministry announced 10 evacuation flights to be operated by IndiGo, from Jeddah

Govt moves to shield trade as
Iran war chokes sea routes

SHREYA NANDI & SHINE |JACOB
New Delhi/Chennai, 2 March

With the Iran war escalating
sharply and crisis deepening in
the global energy market, India
on Monday unveiled a coordi-
nated plan to support ex-
porters and shippers caught in
the fallout.

In New Delhi, officials
moved to set up a multi-minis-
try support desk to help ex-
porters and importers manage
disruptions intrade flows, after
industry representatives warn-
ed of cargo pile-ups at ports
and mounting logistics chal-
lenges linked to the conflict.

The escalation followed
joint strikes by the United
States and Israel on Iran that
killed its Supreme Leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, and
prompted retaliatory attacks by
Tran and allied armed groups
on Israel, US military targets
and several Gulf nations. Israel
widened its campaign to in-
clude Hezbollah-linked sites in
Lebanon. The intensifying ex-
changes have affected shipping
lanes, energy infrastructure
and regional airspace, with oil
prices rising and airlines can-
celling or rerouting flights.

India’s trade exposure to
West Asia is significant. Be-
tween April and December,
India exported goods worth
about$50 billion to 13 countries
in the region, accounting for
roughly 15 per cent of total out-
bound shipments. Imports
stood at $116.45 billion during
the same period, nearly a fifth
of overall inbound trade. The
region spans Gulf Cooperation
Council members — Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates — aswell as [ran, [raq,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria
and Yemen.

Export disruption

During a meeting with senior
government officials on Mon-
day to review the emerging
geopolitical situation, ex-

]
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(Top) The heavily damaged Gandhi Hospital in Tehran. (Above)
Israelis take cover while air-raid sirens warn of incoming missiles
launched by Iran, in Beit Shemesh on Monday

GTHE CURRENT
SITUATION IN WEST ASIA
IS A MATTER OF GRAVE
CONCERN FOR US... WE
WILL CONTINUETO
WORK WITH ALL
COUNTRIES TO ENSURE
THE SAFETY OF ALL
INDIAN CITIZENS
PRESENT IN THIS
REGIONY)

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

porters warned of a looming
crisis as cargo bound for West
Asia piled up at domestic ports,
alongside growing logistics-re-
lated challenges.

The meeting was chaired by
Suchindra Misra, Special Secre-

tary, Department of Com-
merce, and Lav Agarwal, Dire-
ctor General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). The meeting was at-
tended by representatives from
logistics operators and ship-
ping lines, finance ministry,
petroleum ministry, shipping
ministry, the Reserve Bank of
India, (RBI), and export promo-
tion councils.

An official statement from
the Department of Commerce
said that discussions included
the need to maintain predicta-
bility in cargo movement,
minimise avoidable delays,
and ensure seamless docu-
mentation and payment pro-
cesses for exporters and
importers. Tumnto Page 6 p
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Stocks slump,
X bruised

The Sensex plunged 3% intraday
before a partial rebound, as
West Asia turmoil roiled
markets, battered the rupee and
sparked a rush to safe havens

Global upheaval

World indices 1-day chg (%)
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FTSE 100 I .45
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India mcap# I4569tm  -I6.6tm

*until 8.40 pm IST; #mcap of all BSE-listed
companies; Source: Bloomberg
Compiled by BS research Bureau




- Summary:

As the Iran war intensifies and disrupts Gulf shipping lanes, the Indian government is taking steps to protect its trade
and citizens in West Asia. A multi-ministry war room has been activated to stabilize trade and ease port congestions,
and the civil aviation ministry has announced evacuation flights from Jeddah. Prime Minister Modi has engaged in
diplomatic outreach, speaking with leaders from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and Israel to address the regional situation and
ensure the safety of Indian citizens, as the conflict disrupts sea routes, causing concerns for exporters and seafarers.
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Govtmovesto shield trade as
Iran war chokes searoutes

“The Department reiterated
the Government of India's pri-

Pankaj Chadha, chairman
of EEPC India, said Saudi
i JAE

‘EXIM logistics and mitigating
anydisruptionstolndiastrade
flows. It was emphasised that
the approach will remain
facilitative and coordinated,
with a focus on maintaini

the key markets for engineer-
ing goods and serve as gate-
ways to exports to the wider
West Asia and North Africa
region. He said if the Strait of
= °

Diplomatic engagement
ied the adminis-

early cessation of hostilities,”
Modi said i ton

trative response. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi spoke on
Mondaywith King Hamadbin
Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain and
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister Mohammed bin Salman
of Saudi Arabia, condemning
ttacks i

‘The Cabinet Committeeon
Security on Sunday night
reviewed the evolving situ-
ation and directed all con-
cerned departments to take
necessary and feasible mea-
surestoassist Indian nationals

discussingthe wellbeingofthe
Indian community there. He
also held

supply chain resilience, pro-
tecting the interests of
exporters —  particularly
MSMEs — with a view that
essential i

20 per cent of global ol flows,

sation with Israeli Prime Min-
i

In a media statement on
Monday, the PM said: “The
current situation in West
Asia is a matter of grave con-

only lead to a spike in energy
prices but also significantly

domestic productionand con-
sumption are not adversely
affected.” the statement said.
Exporters also _flagged
difficulties in shipping foo

"

Chadha said that a pro-
longed situation could erode
competitiveness due torising

cem forus

“Had atelephone call with
PM Benjamin Netanyahu to
discuss the current regional
situation. Conveyed India’s
concems overrecent develop-
ments and emphasised the

d
items to th the
ongoing month of Ramzan.
Dubai and Doha, which serve
as major air cargo hubs, have
been affected by airspace

seafarers under strain

Separately, the DGFT and the
Directorate General of Ship-
ping have met stakeholders

ing airbound ~shipments,
according to a person who

over the past two days to d
cusstheissuesthey face. Awar
room has been set up as a

A source in the export
sector said “around 3,000 con-
tainers” destined for West Asia
were stuck at Mundra and
Jawaharlal Nehru Port cumu-
latively in the last 24 hours.
Shipping liners were not taking
fresh orders due to concerns
over the safety of crew, cargo
and vessels. “Shipments tothe
Uswill goviatheCapeof Good
Hope. However, shipments for
West Asia are suspended
because of safety concerns,”
Sunil Vaswaniofthe Container
Shipping Lines Association
said, pointing to cargo piling
up at Indian ports. To compli-
cate matters, containers con-

cargo congestion, rerouting,
and ensuring non-West Asia
boundsupplies reach destina-
tions timely, a freight for-
warder aware of the
developmentssaid.
Shipping companies have
raised concerns about vessels
and crew operating in the
affected waters. The Indian
National Shipowners Associ-
ation (INSA) said 27 Indian-
flagged vessels were currently
intheregion, withmany)
seafarers on board. “Our pri-
mary concern right now s the
safety of the seafarers and we
have requested the govern-

ports, adding

ingtoprovideadditional space
as operators adopt a wait-and-
watchapproach.

Export promotion bodies
saidprolonged uncertainty
could result in widespread
tenegotiation of contracts.
Trade-policy analyst S Chan-
drasekaran said that after an

mercial vessels have
heightened anxiety. Oman’s
Ministry of Defence said an
unmanned boat struck the oil
tanker MKDVYOM, 52 nautical
miles off the coast of Muscat
Governorate, causing an
explosion in the engine room
and killing one crew member.

days ago, trade routes through
theregionhadcometoastand-
still. “Due to the crisis, almost

was among those Killed in a
separate drone attack on a
crude tanker in the Gulf of
or

will be renegotiated. I believe
one of the major sectors that
will be affected is food. In
almostall ports,containers are
stuck,” hesaid.

‘hundredsof vessels, including
oil and gas tankers, dropping
anchor in nearby waters as
traders  anticipated sharp
movementsin crude prices.

safety of priority.

resolution of all disputes
through ~ dialogue  and
diplomacy. We will continue
to work with all countries
to ensure the safety of all
Indian citizens present in
thisregion.”

J

- Summary:

The Indian government is taking steps to protect trade as the conflict in Iran disrupts sea routes, causing concerns for
exporters and seafarers. Prime Minister Modi has engaged in diplomatic outreach, speaking with leaders from Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, and Israel to address the regional situation and ensure the safety of Indian citizens.
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As the Iran war intensified, disrupting Gulf shipping lanes and unsettling energy and equity markets,
the Union government activated a multi-ministry war room to stabilise trade and case port congestions.
Alongside, India stepped up efforts to protect its people in West Asia. Among the steps, the civil aviation

ministry announced 10 evacuation flights to be operated by IndiGo, from Jeddah

Govt moves to shield trade as
Iran war chokes sea routes

SHREYA NANDI & SHINE |JACOB
New Delhi/Chennai, 2 March

With the Iran war escalating
sharply and crisis deepening in
the global energy market, India
on Monday unveiled a coordi-
nated plan to support ex-
porters and shippers caught in
the fallout.

In New Delhi, officials
moved to set up a multi-minis-
try support desk to help ex-
porters and importers manage
disruptions intrade flows, after
industry representatives warn-
ed of cargo pile-ups at ports
and mounting logistics chal-
lenges linked to the conflict.

The escalation followed
joint strikes by the United
States and Israel on Iran that
killed its Supreme Leader, Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, and
prompted retaliatory attacks by
Tran and allied armed groups
on Israel, US military targets
and several Gulf nations. Israel
widened its campaign to in-
clude Hezbollah-linked sites in
Lebanon. The intensifying ex-
changes have affected shipping
lanes, energy infrastructure
and regional airspace, with oil
prices rising and airlines can-
celling or rerouting flights.

India’s trade exposure to
West Asia is significant. Be-
tween April and December,
India exported goods worth
about$50 billion to 13 countries
in the region, accounting for
roughly 15 per cent of total out-
bound shipments. Imports
stood at $116.45 billion during
the same period, nearly a fifth
of overall inbound trade. The
region spans Gulf Cooperation
Council members — Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates — aswell as [ran, [raq,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria
and Yemen.

Export disruption

During a meeting with senior
government officials on Mon-
day to review the emerging
geopolitical situation, ex-
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(Top) The heavily damaged Gandhi Hospital in Tehran. (Above)
Israelis take cover while air-raid sirens warn of incoming missiles
launched by Iran, in Beit Shemesh on Monday

GTHE CURRENT
SITUATION IN WEST ASIA
IS A MATTER OF GRAVE
CONCERN FOR US... WE
WILL CONTINUETO
WORK WITH ALL
COUNTRIES TO ENSURE
THE SAFETY OF ALL
INDIAN CITIZENS
PRESENT IN THIS
REGIONY)

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

porters warned of a looming
crisis as cargo bound for West
Asia piled up at domestic ports,
alongside growing logistics-re-
lated challenges.

The meeting was chaired by
Suchindra Misra, Special Secre-

tary, Department of Com-
merce, and Lav Agarwal, Dire-
ctor General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). The meeting was at-
tended by representatives from
logistics operators and ship-
ping lines, finance ministry,
petroleum ministry, shipping
ministry, the Reserve Bank of
India, (RBI), and export promo-
tion councils.

An official statement from
the Department of Commerce
said that discussions included
the need to maintain predicta-
bility in cargo movement,
minimise avoidable delays,
and ensure seamless docu-
mentation and payment pro-
cesses for exporters and
importers. Tumnto Page 6 p
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Stocks slump,
X bruised

The Sensex plunged 3% intraday
before a partial rebound, as
West Asia turmoil roiled
markets, battered the rupee and
sparked a rush to safe havens

Global upheaval
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Summary:

As the Iran war intensifies and disrupts trade, the Indian government is taking steps to protect its exporters and citizens
in West Asia. A multi-ministry war room has been activated to stabilize trade, ease port congestion, and support
exporters and shippers affected by the conflict, including arranging evacuation flights.
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Ancient Sea Voyage of INSV Kaundinya Completed
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Summary:

The Indian Navy's sailing vessel INSV Kaundinya completed its first foreign voyage to Oman, retracing ancient sea
routes and strengthening cultural ties. Vice Admiral Krishna Swaminathan announced that INSV Kaundinya is prepared
for its second foreign voyage soon, highlighting the ship's role in preserving India's maritime heritage.
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INSV Kaudinya charts ancient sea route
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- Summary:

The Indian Navy's sailing vessel INSV Kaudinya, built using ancient methods, completed its first foreign voyage to
Oman, retracing ancient sea routes and strengthening cultural ties. The vessel symbolizes the revival of India's maritime
art and the preservation of traditional knowledge, inspired by the 5th-century Ajanta caves. Vice Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan announced that INSV Kaudinya is preparing for its second international voyage.
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INSV Kondinya sets out on ancient sea route
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- Summary:

The Indian Navy's sailing vessel INSV Kondinya, built using ancient methods, was flagged off in Mumbai after
completing its first foreign voyage to Oman. The voyage retraced ancient trade routes, strengthened cultural ties
between India and Oman, and showcased India's maritime heritage. The vessel is built using traditional techniques and
symbolizes the revival of India's maritime architecture.
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- Summary:

The 'INSV Kaundinya', a ship built using 5th-century Indian shipbuilding techniques, successfully completed its first
foreign mission to Oman and returned to Mumbai. The ship's design is inspired by Ajanta cave paintings and constructed
without modern technology, symbolizing India's ancient maritime knowledge and inspiring youth in courage and

innovation.
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Union minister Sanjay Seth on
Monday flagged into the
Mumbai harbour INSV Kaun-
dinya, a traditionally con-
structed stitched sailing vessel
of the Indian Navy, which re-
turned home after the suc-
cessful completion of her
historic maiden overseas
voyage to Muscat.

The vessel was welcomed
with a colourful parade of sails

and a traditional water arc sa-
lute, creating a spectacular
and emotionally charged at-
mosphere at the Naval Dock-

yard.

The engineless vessel em-
barked on a maiden voyage on
December 29 from Gujarat's
Porbandar to Muscat, to re-
trace old maritime routes that
once connected the western
coast of India with Oman.

Addressing the gathering,
Seth, the Minister of State in
the Ministry of Defence, high-
lighted the national signifi-
cance of the project.

» Continuedon | Nation




- Summary:

Union Minister Sanjay Seth flagged INSV Kaundinya, a traditional sailing vessel of the Indian Navy, into Mumbai harbor
after its historic voyage to Muscat. The engineless vessel retraced old maritime routes from Gujarat's Porbandar to
Muscat, connecting the western coast of India with Oman. INSV Kaundinya symbolizes the revival of India's ancient
maritime knowledge and serves as an inspiration. The traditionally constructed stitched vessel represents India's historic
seafaring traditions and civilisational linkages across the Indian Ocean, marking a remarkable achievement for the
Indian Navy.

Related News:

Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Free Press Journal 03/03/2026 Mumbai

W s wrafan

PRESS INFORMATION BUREAUJ
EESREE

Page No: CCM:
9 8093.13

INSV
Kaundinya...

INSV Kaundinya repre-
sented the revival of India's
ancient maritime knowledge
systems and would serve as
an inspiration to the
country's youth, he said.

He also underscored the
courage, resilience, and spirit
of rediscovery refle )
the voyage, encouraging
young Indians to embrace
adventure and innovation
rooted in civilisational con-
fidence.

Speaking on the occasion,

Flag Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, Vice Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan, com-
mended the crew for their
extraordinary  dedication
and professionalism in sail-
ing a traditionally con-
structed ~ stitched  vessel
across the Arabian Sea.

He noted the immense
hard work involved, right
from the conceptualisation
and research to design, tradi-
tional construction, crew
training, and execution of the
voyage.

INSV Kaundinya is a 20-
metre, traditionally con-
structed  stitched iling
vessel, inspired by a 5th-cen-
tury CE depiction from the
Ajanta Caves. Built using
ancient | hipbuilding
techniques in which wooden
planks are stitched together
with coir rope and sealed
with natural resins, the vessel
represents a revival of India’s
rich maritime heritage.

Inducted into the Navy in

May 2025 and named after
thelegendary mariner Kaun-
dinya, she symbolises India's
histos aring traditions
and civilisational linkages
across the Indian Ocean.

Operating a square-sailed,
stitched wooden vessel with-
out modern structural rein-
forcements required
exceptional planning, sea-
manship, teamwork, and en-
durance, making  the
successful completion of the
expedition a remarkable
achievement for the Indian
Navy.

Consul General of the Sul-
tanate of Oman, Mahboob
Issa Alraisi, in Mumbai, sen-
ior officers, veterans, his-
torians  and  sailing
enthusiasts were present on
the occasion.

Summary:

INSV Kaundinya symbolizes the revival of India's ancient maritime knowledge and serves as an inspiration. The
traditionally constructed stitched vessel represents India's historic seafaring traditions and civilisational linkages across
the Indian Ocean, marking a remarkable achievement for the Indian Navy.
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Foreign Trip to Oman

-
Raksha Rajya Mantri Welcomes INSV Kodinya After Successfully Completing Its First
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Summary:

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth welcomed INSV Kodinya, a traditionally built ship of the Indian Navy, after its
successful first foreign trip to Muscat, Oman. The ship symbolizes the revival of India's ancient maritime knowledge and
serves as an inspiration for the country's youth, showcasing courage and innovation.




Taasir

Page No:
6

Publication Name:

Publication Date:

03/03/2026

CCM:
361.5

Edition:
Patna

-
INSV Kondia's Flag to be Hoisted at Mumbai Port
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- Summary:

The INSV Kondia, a traditionally built ship using ancient Indian techniques, completed its first overseas voyage for the
Sultanate of Oman, marking a historic return across the Arabian Sea. This voyage symbolizes the strong maritime ties
between India and Oman, highlighting India's commitment to preserving its maritime heritage and promoting cultural
diplomacy. The flag hoisting ceremony in Mumbai signifies the end of a project to revive historic maritime traditions and
India's dedication to maritime access and traditional craftsmanship.
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INSV
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INSV Kaundinya repre-
sented the revival of India's
ancient maritime knowledge
systems and would serve as
an inspiration to the
country's youth, he said.

He also underscored the
courage, resilience, and spirit
of rediscovery reflected by
the voyage, encouraging
voung Indians to embrace
adventure and innovation
rooted in civilisational con-
fidence.

Speaking on the occasion,
Flag Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Western Naval
Command, Vice Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan, com-
mended the crew for their
extraordinary  dedication
and professionalism in sail-
ing a traditionally con-
structed stitched  vessel
across the Arabian Sea.

He noted the immense
hard work involved, right
from the conceptualisation
and research to design, tradi-
tional construction, crew
training, and execution of the
vovage.

INSV Kaundinya is a 20-
metre, traditionally con-
structed stitched sailing
vessel, inspired by a 5th-cen-
tury CE depiction from the
Ajanta Caves. Built using
ancient Indian shipbuilding
techniques in which wooden
planks are stitched together
with coir rope and sealed
with natural resins, the vessel
represents a revival of India's
rich maritime heritage.

Inducted into the Navy in
May 2025 and named after
the legendary mariner Kaun-
dinya, she symbolises India's
historic seafaring traditions
and civilisational linkages
across the Indian Ocean.

Operating a square-sailed,
stitched wooden vessel with-
out modern structural rein-
forcements required
exceptional planning, sea-
manship, teamwork, and en-
durance, making the
successful completion of the
expedition a remarkable
achievement for the Indian
Navy.

Consul General of the Sul-
tanate of Oman, Mahboob
Issa Alraisi, in Mumbai, sen-
ior officers, veterans, his-
torians and sailing
enthusiasts were present on
the occasion.




Summary:

INSV Kaundinya symbolizes the revival of India's maritime knowledge and heritage, inspiring the youth. Vice Admiral
Krishna Swaminathan commended the crew's dedication in sailing the traditionally constructed vessel across the
Arabian Sea, highlighting the achievement for the Indian Navy.




| S ¥aTr st
PRESS INFORMATION BUREAUJ

ELCREEIN

Page No:
4

Publication Name:
The Hitavada

Publication Date:
03/03/2026

CCM:
157.23

Edition:
Nagpur

INSV Kaundinya flagged into Mumbai after maiden Oman voyage

MUMBAI, Mar 2 (ANI)

THE Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
(INSV) Kaundinya was ceremo-
nially flagged into Mumbai
Harbour on March 1 by Minister
of State for Defence Sanjay Seth,
marking the successful comple-
tion of its maiden overseas voy-
age to the Sultanate of Oman, the
Indian Navy said.

The vessel arrived at the
Mumbai Naval Dockyard after
completing its successful voy-

age to Muscat and back, retrac-
ingancientmaritime routes and
reinforcingIndia’s maritime her-
itage and cultural ties with
Oman.
According to anofficial release
from the Ministry of Defence,
INSV Kaundinya is a tradition-
ally constructed stitched ship
built using ancient Indian ship-
building techniques, where
wooden planks are hand-
stitched using coir rope and
sealed with natural resins.




Summary:

The Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Kaundinya was ceremonially flagged into Mumbai Harbour after its successful
maiden overseas voyage to Oman. The vessel retraced ancient maritime routes, reinforcing India's maritime heritage
and cultural ties with Oman, and was built using traditional Indian shipbuilding techniques.
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Govt assures exportefs of support

KEEPING TRADE CHANNELS OPEN

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Govt on Monday
assured exporters that it was
willing to offer flexibilities
and support them through
trade facilitation measures,
amid the uncertainty caused
by the conflict in West Asia.

In a meeting in the com-
merce department convened
by special secretary Suchind-
ra Misraand DGFT Lav Agar-
wal, exporters flagged possib-
le pressure points: Perishab-
les in transit, higher freight
rates, demurrage, longer
shipping routes, import com-
ponent in exports and impact
on bank repayments.

While a monitoring cell or
a 24x7 war room is in the of-
fing for better coordination
among agencies and to resol-
ve issues, an official state-
ment said govt “reiterated its
readiness to facilitate trade
operations™ and indicated its
willingness to look at issues

> Exporters have flagged
possible pressure points like
perishables in transit, higher
freight rates, longer shipping
routes and impact on
bank repayments

» Gowt has indicated
its willingness to

look at issues related to
procedural flexibility in cases
of genuine disruption

o

> 24x7 war room likely in next
few days to address problems
faced by businesses

» Customs, RBI, shipping
ministry roped in to deal
with concerns

» Focus on ensuring
imports flow unhindered
to maintain domestic supply,
meet needs of exporters

related to procedural flexibili-
ty in cases of genuine disrup-
tion, coordination with cus-
toms authorities for smooth
clearance and engagement
with banks and insurance
agencies. “The discussions
covered the need to maintain
predictability in cargo move-
ment, minimise avoidable de-
lays, and ensure seamless do-
cumentation and payvment
processes for exporters and
importers,” itadded.

Mechanisms for facilita-
tion of time-sensitive export
segments, such as perishab-
les, pharma and high-value
manufactured exports were
also discussed. The meeting
emphasised strengthening fa-
cilitation at ports/ICDs and
ensuring smooth cargo eva-
cuation to avoid congestion
and extended dwell times, the
releasesaid.

The commerce depart-
ment has assured businesses

that govt will accord priority
to ensuring continuity of EX-
IM logistics and mitigating
any disruptions through a
“facilitative and coordinated”
approach so that essential im-
ports required for domestic
production and consumption
are not adversely affected.
“Indiahas successfully na-
vigated multiple global dis-
ruptions in recent years and
continues to strengthen supp-
ly chain resilience. The govt
remains committed to ensu-
ringthat Indiaremainsastab-
le and reliable trading part-
ner,” the commerce depart-
ment statement said.
Meanwhile, AEPC has
approached the civil avia-
tion ministry to tackle pro-
blemsarisingout of thesitu-
ation prevailing in west
Asiadue to ongoing Iran-US
conflict. The agency has so-
ught the waiver of demurra-
ge charges on export cargo
duetoflight disruptions.




Summary:

The government has assured exporters of its support through trade facilitation measures amid the uncertainty caused by
the conflict in West Asia. The commerce department is working to ensure the continuity of EX-IM logistics and mitigate
any disruptions, with a focus on strengthening facilitation at ports and ensuring smooth cargo evacuation.
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Govt on Monday
assured exporters that it was
willing to offer flexibilities
and support them through
trade facilitation measures,
amid the uncertainty caused
by the conflict in West Asia.
During a meeting in the
commerce department con-
vened by special secretary
Suchindra Misra and DGFT
Lav Agarwal, exporters flag-
ged possible pressure points:
Perishables in transit, higher
freight rates, demurrage,
longer shipping routes, im-
port component in exports
and impact on bank repay-
ments.
Whileamonitoringecell or
a 24x7 war room is in the of-
fing for better coordination
among agencies and to resol-
ve issues, an official state-
ment said govt “reiterated its
readiness to facilitate trade
operations” and indicated its
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KEEPING TRADE CHANNELS OPEN

» Exporters have flagged
possible pressure points like
perishables in transit, higher
freight rates, longer shipping
routes and impact on

bank repayments

» Govt has indicated
its willingness to

look at issues related to
procedural flexibility in cases
of genuine disruption

> 24x7 war room likely in next
few days to address problems
faced by businesses

> Customs, RBI, shipping

g— ministry roped in to deal

=

with concerns

> Focus on ensuring
imports flow unhindered
to maintain domestic supply,
meet needs of exporters

willingness to look at issues
related to procedural flexibi-
lity in cases of genuine dis-
ruption, coordination with
customs authorities for smo-
oth clearance and engage-
ment with banks and insu-
rance agencies

“The discussions coverad
the need to maintain predic-
tability in cargo movement,
minimise avoidable delays,
and ensure seamless docu-
mentation and payment pro-

cesses for exporters and im-
porters,” it added.
Mechanisms for facilita-
tion of time-sensitive export
segments, such as perishab-
les, pharmaceuticals, and
high-value manufactured ex-
ports were also discussed.
The meeting emphasised
strengthening facilitation at
ports/ICDs and ensuring
smooth cargo evacuation to
avoid congestion and exten-
ded dwell times, the release

¥ ks MEEINWIED

Govt assures exporters of support

said. The commerce depart-
ment has assured businesses
that govt will accord priority
toensuring continuity of EX-
IM logistics and mitigating
any disruptions through a
“facilitative and coordina-
ted” approach so that essenti-
al imports required for do-
mestic production and con-
sumption are not adversely
affected.

“India has successfully
navigated multiple global
disruptions in recent years
and continues to strengthen
supply chain resilience. The
govt remains committed to
ensuring that India remains
a stable and reliable trading
partner,” the commerce de-
partment statement said.

Apartfrom the commerce
department, representatives
from customs, department of
financial services and mini-
stries of petroleum and ports
and shipping and RBI also at-
tended the meeting.




- Summary:

The government has assured exporters of its support through trade facilitation measures amid the uncertainty caused by
the conflict in West Asia. During a meeting in the commerce department, exporters highlighted possible pressure points
such as perishables in transit, higher freight rates, and impact on bank repayments. The government has reiterated its
readiness to facilitate trade operations and is willing to look at issues related to procedural flexibility in cases of genuine
disruption.
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said. The commerce depart-

Govt assures exporters of support

KEEPING TRADE CHANNELS OPEN

New Delhi: Govt on Monday
assured exporters that it was
willing to offer flexibilities
and support them through
trade facilitation measures,
amid the uncertainty caused
by the conflict in West Asia.
During a meeting in the
commerce department con-
vened by special secretary
Suchindra Misra and DGFT
Lav Agarwal, exporters flag-
ged possible pressure points:
Perishables in transit, higher
freight rates, demurrage,
longer shipping routes, im-
port component in exports
and impact on bank repay-
ments.
Whileamonitoringcellor
a 24x7 war room is in the of-
fing for better coordination
among agencies and to resol-
ve issues, an official state-
ment said govt “reiterated its
readiness to facilitate trade
operations” and indicated its

> Exporters have flagged
possible pressure points like
perishables in transit, higher
freight rates, longer shipping
routes and impact on
bank repayments

> Govt has indicated
its willingness to

look at issues related to
procedural flexibility in cases
of genuine disruption

e

> 24x7 war room likely in next
few days to address problems
faced by businesses

> Customs, RBI, shipping
ministry roped in to deal
with concerns

> Focus on ensuring
imports flow unhindered
to maintain domestic supply,
meet needs of exporters

willingness to look at issues
related to procedural flexibi-
lity in cases of genuine dis-
ruption, coordination with
customs authorities for smo-
oth clearance and engage-
ment with banks and insu-
rance agencies

“The discussions covered
the need to maintain predic-
tability in cargo movement,
minimise avoidable delays,
and ensure seamless docu-
mentation and payment pro-

cesses for exporters and im-
porters,” itadded.
Mechanisms for facilita-
tion of time-sensitive export
segments, such as perishab-
les, pharmaceuticals, and
high-value manufactured ex-
ports were also discussed.
The meeting emphasised
strengthening facilitation at
ports/ICDs and ensuring
smooth cargo evacuation to
avoid congestion and exten-
ded dwell times, the release

ment has assured businesses
that govt will accord priority
toensuring continuity of EX-
IM logistics and mitigating
any disruptions through a
“facilitative and coordina-
ted"” approach so that essenti-
al imports required for do-
mestic production and con-
sumption are not adversely
affected.

“India has successfully
navigated multiple global
disruptions in recent years
and continues to strengthen
supply chain resilience. The
govt remains committed to
ensuring that India remains
a stable and reliable trading
partner,” the commerce de-
partment statement said.

Apart from the commerce
department, representatives
from customs, department of
financial services and mini-
stries of petroleum and ports
and shipping and RBI also at-
tended the meeting.




- Summary:

The government has assured exporters of its support through trade facilitation measures amidst the uncertainty caused
by the conflict in West Asia. During a commerce department meeting, exporters highlighted pressure points like

perishables in transit and higher freight rates, leading the government to indicate its willingness to address procedural
flexibility and ensure smooth cargo movement.
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Govt plans steps to protect
India’s supply chains  -ps




- Summary: ~

The Indian government is planning measures to protect its supply chains by ensuring uninterrupted imports and
safeguarding exports, especially considering disruptions in shipping routes like the Strait of Hormuz. The focus is on
maintaining predictability in cargo movement, minimizing delays, and supporting time-sensitive sectors. The commerce
ministry held a meeting with stakeholders to assess potential trade disruptions and explore alternative strategies.
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Govt plans steps
to safeguard key
import, export

Rajeev Jayaswal
Ieters@hindusantimes com

NEW DELHI: The government
willtake steps to protect India's |
supply chains by safeguarding
exports and ensuring uninter- |
rupted imports of essential com-

and edible oils from all available:
sources - including Russia - so
that is

face shortages, people familiar  disrupted, with the Strait of
with the matter said. Hormuzclosed. ReureRs

Indials vulnerabilitystems from
its heavy reliance on the Middle  potential trade disruptions. Partic-
East 55 P h

energy imports come from the  ping routes, and implications for
region which is now affected by  time-sensitive expors.
Iranian strikes. Shipping routes The discussions focused on

Straitof] movement,

the Red Sea is also considered and payment processes o export-
risky because of Houthiattacks. As ers and importers. The meeting
aresult ref

offor-

it 3 5

ditionofanonymity. cigntrade Lav Agarwal.

If the conflict drags on, India  Representatives from logistics

may further diversify energy ~operators and shipping lines
i tended,

fied natural gas (LNG), toward  the Central Board of Indirect Taxes
countries such as the US, Venez-  and Customs, Department of
uela and Russia. Russia was  Financial Services, Reserve Bank
India'slargestcrude supplieruntil o India and the ministries of
lastyear due to i hippi

but purchases were significantly  waterways. Export.promotion
educed f

US pressure. ‘The government reiterated its

oil consumer after the US and  inexportimportlogisticsand mit-

ofwhatitnceds. More than88%of  The approach, it said, would

remain facilita-
Offcials said refiners will con-  tive, with particular attention to
i ing oil from all viable pecially
suppliers il MSME:
bilit at reasonable prices. The  imports remain unaffected.
US-Israel strikes on Iranand Teh- Stakeholders agreed to main-

ran's retaliation has pushed up  tain real-time coordination to

global prices. Benchmark Brent  monitor routes, shipping capacity

crude opened Monday at $81.57  and equipmentavailability. Mech-
barrel, from Fri-

per| y
day'sclose of $72.87. sectors such as perishables and
Ina poston Monday,the petro-  high-value manufactured exports

Themeeting
thesupply situation forcrude o, emphasised strengthening port

other petroleum products with  cargoevacuation toavoid conges-
senior officials and state-run oil ~ tion.
companies.

and all necessary steps will be flexibiltyin exportauthorisations
taken to ensure availability and ~ during disruptions, coordinate
affordability of major petroleum  withcustomsauthorities on clear-

itsaid.
‘The commerce ministry also  tutions to support exporters,

ing with stakeholders to assess  rial coordination.
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- Summary: ~\

The Indian government is planning measures to protect its supply chains by ensuring uninterrupted imports and
safeguarding exports, especially considering disruptions in shipping routes like the Strait of Hormuz. The focus is on
maintaining predictability in cargo movement, minimizing delays, and supporting time-sensitive sectors. The commerce
ministry held a meeting with stakeholders to assess potential trade disruptions and explore alternative strategies.
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Shipping Ministry inaugurates MMD
Patna, holds Seafarers’ Recrultment

The DGS undt.r the Union Min-
istry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways  inaugurated  the
MMD, Patma and a Seafarers’
Outreach Centre, while also
launching redevelopment works
at Nabik Grnha Samity and
the Marine Club in the city. The
initiatives were followed by a day-
long symposium on Seafarers’
Recruitment & Welfare.
The event was attended by
Shantanu Thakur, Union Minis-
ter of State for Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, as Chief’ Guest.
Guests of Honour included Vi-

[ - L] [

jay Kumar, Secretary, Union nathan, Director General of
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and  Shipping. It was also attended by
Waterways, and Shyam Jagan- senior officials of the Ministry.
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- Summary:

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways inaugurated the MMD Patna and a Seafarers' Outreach Centre,
launching redevelopment projects at Nabik Griha Samity and the Marine Club. The event, which included a symposium
on Seafarers' Recruitment & Welfare, was attended by Union Minister Shantanu Thakur, Secretary Vijay Kumar, and
Director General Shyam Jagannathan, along with other senior ministry officials.
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Govt., exporters review West Asia crisis disruption

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry on Monday
held a meeting with all sta-
keholder Ministries, key lo-
gistics and trade facilita-
tion partners to review the
emerging geo-political sit-
uation due to the conflict
in West Asia and its poten-
tial impact on India’s ex-
port-import cargo flows,
including export ecosys-
tem, the government said.

The meeting was attend-
ed by representatives from
logistics operators and
shipping lines and forwar-

A review meeting on the supply
of oil and natural gas.

ders, the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Cus-
toms, the Department of
Financial Services, the Mi-
nistry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, the Ministry
of Ports, Shipping and Wa-

terways, the Reserve Bank
of India, and various ex-
port promotion bodies.
“The Government reit-
erated its readiness to facil-
itate trade operations, in-
cluding procedural
flexibility in export-related
authorisations in cases of
genuine disruption, coor-
dination with Customs
authorities to ensure
smooth clearance, engage-
ment with financial and in-
surance institutions to sup-
port exporter interests,
and continued inter-minis-
terial coordination,” the
Ministry said in a release.
During the meeting, the

stakeholders presented an
assessment of the evolving
operational environment,
including routing and tran-
sit-time changes, vessel
scheduling adjustments,
container and equipment
availability, freight and in-
surance cost trends, and
implications for time-sensi-
tive exports.

Maintain predictability

“The discussions covered
the need to maintain pred-
ictability in cargo move-
ment, minimise avoidable
delays, and ensure seam-
less documentation and
payment processes for ex-

porters and importers,” a
release added.

The stakeholders
agreed to maintain close,
real-time coordination for
monitoring route and ca-
pacity developments, sur-
charges and equipment
availability. “India has suc-
cessfully navigated multi-
ple global disruptions and
continues to strengthen
supply chain resilience,”
the government said

Separately, the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas also said it reviewed on
Monday the supply of oil,
natural gas and other pe-
troleum products.




- Summary: ~

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry held a meeting to review the geopolitical situation in West Asia and its impact on
India's export-import cargo flows. Stakeholders agreed to maintain close coordination to monitor routes, capacity
developments, and equipment availability, with the government reiterating its readiness to facilitate trade operations and
strengthen supply chain resilience.
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Centretoextend

relief to exporters

THE CENTRE WILL extend flexibility of

procedures to exporters in thewake of the

hardship they face due to the West Asia
conflict. Procedures forexport authorisa-

tionwillbe eased and insurance firms will
be urged to support them.BPAGE 3




- Summary:

The central government is extending flexibility in procedures to exporters due to the difficulties caused by the West Asia
conflict. Export authorization procedures will be simplified, and insurance companies and financial institutions will be
encouraged to offer support. The Commerce Ministry is coordinating with customs to ensure smooth cargo clearance,
while exporters seek restoration of tax refund rates and stable insurance premiums amid rising war risk premiums and
shipping disruptions.
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Centretoeaseexport procedures

Insurers will be
urged to support
exporters’interests

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, March 2

THE GOVERNMENT WILI
extend flexibility of proce-
dures to exporters in the wake
of the hardship theyface due to
West Asia conflict. Procedures
forexport authorisation will be
eased and financial and insur-
ance institutions will be urged
tosupport exporters’ immedi-
ateinterests.

In a meeting with stake-
holder ministries and key logis-
tics &trade facilitation partners
to review the emerging geo-
political situationand its poten-
tial impact on India’s export-
import cargo flows, the
Commerce Ministry also
offered to coordinate with cus-
toms authorities to ensure
smooth cargo clearance,

AID ON THE CARDS

M Customs
coordination
offered: Aim to
prevent congestion
= for sensitive exports
like perishables,and = &
pharma products

M Strait of Hormuz
blocked: 70%
drop in vessel

traffic; about 320
ships anchored

Smooth cargo evacuation
would avoid congestion and
extended dwell times particu-
larly of time-sensitive export
segments such as perishables,
pharmaceuticals, and high-
value manufactured exports

The meeting called by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry was also attended by
representatives from logistics

Shipping costs spike:
War risk premiums increased by

25-50%

operators and  shipping
lines/forwarders, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxesand Cus-
toms,the Department of Finan-
cial Services, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas,
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways, the Reserve
Bank of India, the export pro-
motion ecosystem and other
concerned agencies.

M Exporters seek

relief: Restore

RoDTEP refunds,

keep ECGC

premiums stable -

M Sector-specific
demands-Apparel:
demurrage waiver;
Gems & Jewellery:
extended shipment
and certification
timelines

Following the US-Israel
strikes on Iran, the Strait of
Hormuz—through  which
20% of the world's oil tran-
sits—has seen a 70% drop in
vessel traffic, according to
reports. Approximately 170
container ships and 150 oil
tankers  are currently
anchored or “trapped” inside
the Persian Gulf or its imme-

diate approaches, unable to
exit safely.

Major shipping giants—
including Maersk, MSC,
Hapag-Lloyd,and CMACGM—
have officially suspended all
transits through the Strait
until further notice. War risk
premiums for ships going
through West Asian routes
have increased by 25-50%.

The shipping companies
have also put a war risk sur-
chargeof$1,500t0$ 2,000 per
20 feet container to their
charges,according to reports.

With the war expanding to
other countries, exporters are
still awaiting updates on their
cargoes at sea. Theysay it would
take a few more days for clarity
toemerge on the status of their
shipmentsand the newcharges
theywillhave tobear.

As an immediate support
measure, the exporters have
asked for the restoration of tax
refund rates under the Remis-
sion of Duties and Taxes on
Exported Products (RoDTEP)

scheme. Just last week, the
refund ratewasslashed by 50%,
dropping from 0.3%to4.3%of
the value of exported products
t00.15%to 2.15%.

They also sought that the
insurance premiums under the
Export Credit Guarantee
scheme should not be raised
despitetheconflict. Thescheme
provides insurance cover to
exporters against the risk of
non-realization of export pro-
ceeds due to commercial or
political risks. It also sought the
ECGC cover to more products,

The Apparel Export Promo-
tion Council has also written to
the Ministry of Civil Aviation to
waive demurrage charges (fee
for occupying terminal space
beyond a set period) on export
cargo due toflight disruptions.

The gems and jewellery
exporters have asked for an
increase in time period forthe
sector for activities like ship-
ments, diamond certification
and return of jewellery from
exhibitions.

J

- Summary:

The government is extending flexibility to exporters due to the West Asia conflict, easing export authorization and urging
financial institutions to support exporters. The Commerce Ministry is coordinating with customs to ensure smooth cargo
clearance, while exporters seek restoration of tax refund rates and stable insurance premiums amid rising war risk
premiums and shipping disruptions.
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Centretoextend

relief to exporters

THE CENTRE WILL extend flexibility of
procedures toexportersinthewakeof the
hardship they face due to the West Asia
conflict. Procedures forexportauthorisa-
tionwill be eased and insurance firmswill
be urged to support them.MPAGE 3




- Summary:

\
The central government is taking steps to ease export procedures in light of the difficulties arising from the West Asia
conflict. These measures include simplifying export authorization processes, urging insurance companies to support
exporters, and coordinating with customs authorities for smooth cargo clearance. Exporters are seeking further relief,
including the restoration of RODTEP refunds and stable ECGC premiums, as war risk premiums have increased and
shipping companies have imposed surcharges.
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Summary:
Y N
The Indian government is taking steps to ease export procedures in light of the West Asia conflict, including urging
insurers to support exporters and coordinating with customs authorities for smooth cargo clearance. Exporters are
seeking relief, including the restoration of RODTEP refunds and stable ECGC premiums, as war risk premiums have
increased and shipping companies have imposed surcharges.
J
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THE CENTRE WILL extend tlexibility ot
procedures toexportersinthewake of the
hardship they face due to the West Asia
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be urged to support them.MPAGE 3




- Summary:

N
The central government is set to ease export procedures to support exporters facing difficulties due to the West Asia
conflict. Export authorization procedures will be simplified, and the Commerce Ministry is coordinating with customs to
ensure smooth cargo clearance. Insurance companies will be encouraged to provide support, while exporters seek
restoration of tax refunds and stable insurance premiums.
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Summary:
y A

The government is set to ease export procedures to support exporters facing difficulties due to the West Asia conflict.
The Commerce Ministry is coordinating with customs to ensure smooth cargo clearance, while exporters seek
restoration of tax refunds and stable insurance premiums.
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Centretoeaseexport procedures

# Insurers will be
urged to support
exporters’interests
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Summary:

The government is extending flexibility to exporters due to the West Asia conflict, easing export authorization and urging
financial institutions to support exporters. The Commerce Ministry is coordinating with customs to ensure smooth cargo
clearance, while exporters seek restoration of tax refund rates and stability in insurance premiums.




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:
Punjab Kesari 03/03/2026 Jaipur
Page No: CCM:

15 139.29

-
V.O.C. Port will invest 15,000 crore rupees in the 'Outer Harbor' project
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- Summary:

V.O.C. Port will invest 115,000 crore in its 'Outer Harbor' project to increase cargo handling capacity and establish Tamil
Nadu as a major transshipment hub in South India. The expansion includes developing berths with an 18-meter depth to
accommodate larger cargo ships, aiming to compete with international centers like Sri Lanka and Singapore and
aligning with PM Modi's vision for the maritime sector.
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New Passenger Terminal to Open in April at Chennai Port
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- Summary:

The passenger terminal at Chennai Port, upgraded for 129.80 crore, is set to open in April, increasing daily passenger
handling capacity to 1,800. The upgraded terminal will feature modern facilities like escalators and advanced scanners,
similar to those in airports, and will cater to both domestic and international passengers, with plans to operate luxury
cruises from countries like Singapore and Sri Lanka.
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New Passenger Terminal at Chennai Port to Open in April at a Cost of Rs. 29 Crores

ep.29 Gasfrmiﬁls‘i: |.|§|u U@ @mmu.lﬁ
OFIINAT HIONWSHSS gugesier Hmuy

Qssremerr, TRE 3-
Cleciranesr  Hlanm(LpFHS
Faev, 29.80 Gxmg emLT
uiled Gobu@SsSLL L
vwenflwi — (Lpewmeruiib,
D (H&S LDMSLD LIWLIGHTLITL
LD T 2 6ITeTH].
BIL 1960 2 GiTaT
Cuiw 12 sE@pUpSE
salled epeimmeusg Oluiflws
S (LPSHLOTH O)Feiien aord;
SIOPYHD  DHPFDI)-
Qb5 sIPPLPE55ID 50
Guingy, 24 L1606 Blmid
&b yerailD@ euaTiFs)
2 L[5 GITGT ). 2G5
Gumed, ‘snsiwmeom’ i
LSBT B1p, FHMIGT LW
T SLILIGVSEET 2B ELD
Qs B bl G’ @
2 _GITGITS).
B P LS W S,
SIODUPFH  GUGTTHSE
Liewflwm  (LpenesTidHens

Guob@Sgb  LiewlHer
(pLguyib  Hlenevuileh 2 6ir
GITGT.

@5165581, Qsrenan
Slepps S5 Smflsenr
N TENOYETE

Clgciienesr  HIanm(LpS
QGTTHSB6) 2_6iTaT L1 Gl
Wit (LpeneTidens, 29.80
Gasmy epumuiled Grotbus
B85, saflwni Hpeers
SIL_60T, 2024 LoMTEF60 gL
ubsh Qe L gy.

DISEHTLILY , @flLo et
Blevevwmisefled (@)mLiig
Grimsd eTarwsGavL’ LT,
umevGumil’.  evGser,
2 G L_GLOEHENGIT Gang
e yEHraiew avGs
e, &M%, GHuflenio
Gengenew eoioWLD, LW
ewllwpdsmer  CaFnEms
G UIGUEND 2_girefl i
auFGsar Gbu®BsSsL

UL (heares. Seng HeTLb
SbHLonet — BlEGsmumT
L el (hé@&Lb, (@) gesr
Lmib  senb  FieuGaa
L el (& @&HLb epshidhH LI
L. w&EFw HearsHe0
2_GWIGY, LITESEISGT 6ULpMEI
&b UGH 2 (HeursEL
LI (B eiTamsy).

@55 Guotbuimi” (3
uewil &moewIons, Few
#ifl Lwenflwi engswimenLb
Bpeir, 1,800 Y& 2w
(Lb. eu(HLD eTL1gedled ([@)5%
(Lp G GTILIS 6 5 JAIER:
S O BerGarmib.

@SOS, FBsli,
wBaaflwm, smevrhg)
wHmith  @levmensd B
senenr Caps OF1 & &b
mievT SLLGVEET (@ uids
Cués BL GBS aUHFDSI.

@eueumml  jeuUiHET
Fa Ol GuTIT,




Summary:

The Chennai Port is set to open a new passenger terminal in April, built at a cost of Rs. 29.80 crore. This upgrade aims
to enhance passenger handling capacity and accommodate more tourist ships, especially from countries like Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka, under the 'Sagarmala’ project.
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Demand for Hi-Tech 'Port Users Building' at Kandla Port: Chamber President Writes
Letter to Chairman
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- Summary:

The Gandhidham Chamber of Commerce has requested the construction of a modern 'Port Users Building' at Kandla
Port to address the increasing import-export and cargo handling operations. The Chamber President highlighted the lack
of infrastructure facilities for port users, leading to wasted time and reduced efficiency. The proposed building would
provide essential facilities such as space for stevedores, high-speed internet, meeting rooms, and sanitation, ultimately
improving cargo handling and coordination.

~
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Paradip Port Authority Reaffirms Commitment to “Seva Sankalp
Resolutmn”—Upholds the Sp rit of “NagankDevn Bhava”

Paradip, 2/3 (DMS): In
compliance  with  Office
Memorandum No. 1/3/1/2026-Cab.
dated 25th February 2026 issued
by the Cabinet Secretariat,
Government of India, Paradip Port
Authority (PPA) convened a
meeting at its Admimistrative
Building to formally read and affirm
the “Seva Sankalp Resolufion.™
The meeting was led by Chairman
Shni P. L. Haranadh and attended
by Dy. Chairman T. Venu Gopal,
Heads of Departments (HODs),
Officers, and employees of the
Authority. The Resolution was
read out in the gathering,
reaffirming the collective resolve
to align the functioning of the Port
with its guiding principles.

The Resolution underscores the
philosophy of “Nagarik Devo
Bhava”, emphasizing that
governance must be rooted n
service, dignity, transparency, and
accountability towards every
citizen. The participants

reiterated their commitment to
ensuring that all administrative
decisions and service delivery
mechanisms remain citizen-
centric, responsive, and efficient.
Addressing the gathering,
Chairman Shri Haranadh
highlighted that the spint of *Seva
Teerth’ symbolizes a renewed
governance culture driven by
dedication, ethical conduct, and
responsibility. He stressed that
achieving the vision of Viksit
Bharat 2047 requires sustained
efforts, institutional integrity, and
continuous reforms in operational

and administrative practices.

[t was resolved that the core
principles of the “Seva Sankalp
Resolution™ would be embedded
across departmental functions
through enhanced digitalization,
streamlined procedures, timely
service delivery, and effective
grievance redressal systems.
Paradip Port Authority remains
steadfast in upholding the spirit
of “Nagarik Devo Bhava” and
confinues to contribute achively
towards nation-building and the
realization of a Developed India
by 2047.




- Summary:

Paradip Port Authority (PPA) convened a meeting to reaffirm the "Seva Sankalp Resolution," emphasizing citizen-centric
governance rooted in service, dignity, and transparency. Chairman Shri Haranadh highlighted the spirit of 'Seva Teerth'
and stressed the importance of ethical conduct and responsibility in achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 through

sustained efforts and institutional integrity.




Lokmat

Page No:
12

Publication Name:

Edition:
Panaji

Publication Date:
03/03/2026

CCM:
1152.44

-
Goa Shipyard gets 'Schedule A' status
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- Summary:

Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) has been upgraded to 'Schedule A’ status by the Indian government, recognizing its strong
performance and contributions to maritime security. GSL expresses gratitude to various ministries for their support and

reaffirms its commitment to 'Self-Reliant India' by providing advanced maritime platforms and enhancing indigenous
defense production.
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Mega Port Planned at Bahuda River Mouth in Ganjam District

Berhampur, (TNB): A
major port project is set to
come up at Sunapur, lo-
cated at the mouth of the
Bahuda River in Ganjam
district, which is poised to
become the largest port in
the state. The proposed
port will have an annual
cargo handling capacity of
150 million metric tonnes.
The project site was in-
spected today by the State

Minister for Commerce &
Transport, Mines & Steel,
Bibhuti Bhushan Jena,
along with Chikiti MLA
Manoranjan Dyan
Samantara, Principal Sec-
retary of the Commerce &
Transport Department
NBS Rajput, Port Director
Padmalochan Raul, Dis-
trict Collector V. Keerthi
Vasan, and other senior
officials. The team re-

viewed the current site
conditions, surrounding
environment, and project
layout. According to offi-
cial sources, the port is
expected to be one of the
major ports in the country.
The estimated project cost
stands at approximately
721,500 crore. A tripartite
agreement for the project
was signed on September
19,2025, between Paradip

Port Authority, Sagarmala
Development Company
Limited, and the State
Government. Preliminary
surveys for the feasibility
report have already been
completed.

The government has as-
sured that due importance
will be given to the liveli-
hood of fishermen and the
aspirations of local resi-
dents during the project

implementation. Once op-
erational, the port is ex-
pected to generate thou-
sands of jobs and create
multiple business opportu-
nities, significantly ben-
efiting people of Ganjam
and nearby districts.
Speaking on the occasion,
Minister Jena expressed
optimism that Sunapur
will soon find a place on
the global map. He also

sought full cooperation
from local residents for the
successful execution of the
project. The port is ex-
pected to boost cargo
transportation in Odisha, as
waterways will allow seam-
less and round-the-clock
movement of goods. Addi-
tionally, the site is well con-
nected with national high-
ways and railway networks,
ensuring efficient inland

transport. The port will be
developed under the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP)
model. While several sur-
veys have been completed
and technical reports are
ready, the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) will be pre-
pared soon, following
which construction work is
expected 1o commence at
the earliest, informed Prin-
cipal Secretary Rajput.




- Summary:

A major port project is planned at the mouth of the Bahuda River in the Ganjam district, aiming to become the largest
port in Odisha with a cargo handling capacity of 150 million metric tonnes. The project, costing approximately 121,500
crore, is expected to generate thousands of jobs and boost cargo transportation in the region, with development under
the Public-Private Partnership model.
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New Shipping Terminal at Chennai Port with Rs 298 Crores - Ready by April
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- Summary:

Chennai Port is set to launch a new shipping terminal by April with an investment of Rs 298 crores. The renovated
terminal aims to improve passenger facilities, including separate boarding and disembarking areas, immigration

counters, and modern amenities, reflecting regional heritage. The project is part of the Sagar Ma project to enhance
infrastructure at the port.
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mega shipbuilding SPV

Hans NEwWS SERVICE
AMARAVATI

. THE state government ap-
. proved the incorporation of
- National Shipbuilding and
- HeavyIndustries Park Andhra
- Pradesh Limited (NSHIP-AP
. Ltd) as a Special Purpose
- Vehicle (SPV) to anchor a Rs
. 29,253 crore greenfield port
- and national mega shipbuild-
- ing cluster at Dugarajapatnam
- in Tirupati district.
~ The entity will be estab-
- lished under the Companies
. Act, 2013 as a 50:50 joint
- venture between the Andhra
Pradesh Maritime Board
. (APMB) and the Visakhapa-
. tnam Port Authority (VPA),
. representing the Government
- of India.
The project is positioned
- as Indias first National Mega
Shipbuilding  Cluster and
. forms part of the Centres
. broader industrial strategy
. under Maritime India Vision

2030 and Maritime Amrit
Kaal Vision 2047. These na-
tional roadmaps aim to scale
Indias shipbuilding output
from an estimated 0.01 mil-
lion gross tonnage (GT) per
annum to 4.5 million GT an-
nually, with the goal of plac-
ing India among the world’s
top five shipbuilding nations
by 2047. Spread across 2,000
acres, the Dugarajapatnam
cluster is designed to deliver
a capacity of approximately
1.2 million GT per annum
under the Shipbuilding De-
velopment Scheme (SbDS).
The project envisages devel-
opment of an anchor shipyard
with 0.5 million GT annual
capacity within 10 years of
commissioning, alongside
ship-repair yards, heavy en-
gineering facilities, dry docks,
ship lifts and outfitting berths.

NSHIP-AP Ltd. will de-
velop core marine and indus-
trial infrastructure, including
dredging works, waterfront

facilities, internal logistics
systems and utilities. The SPV
will also coordinate port oper-
ations, allot land to shipyards
and ancillary units, and im-
plement projects through PPP,
concession and lease models.
The State has empowered
APMB to identify and select
a development partner for the
anchor shipyard. The board
will comprise senior repre-
sentatives from both govern-
ments, including the chairper-
son of VPA and senior State
officials from infrastructure
and industry departments.

Officials said the long-
delayed project could signifi-
cantly enhance India’s domes-
tic shipbuilding ecosystem,
reduce import dependence,
attract foreign investment and
generate large-scale employ-
ment. For Andhra Pradesh,
the cluster is expected to po-
sition the State as a strategic
maritime manufacturing hub
on India’s east coast.




- Summary:

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved the incorporation of National Shipbuilding and Heavy Industries Park
Andhra Pradesh Limited (NSHIP-AP Ltd.) as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to develop a Rs 29,253 crore greenfield
port and mega shipbuilding cluster in Dugarajapatnam. This project aims to enhance India's shipbuilding output and
position the state as a strategic maritime manufacturing hub.
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mega shipbuilding SPV

Hans NEwWS SERVICE
AMARAVATI

. THE state government ap-
. proved the incorporation of
- National Shipbuilding and
- HeavyIndustries Park Andhra
- Pradesh Limited (NSHIP-AP
. Ltd) as a Special Purpose
- Vehicle (SPV) to anchor a Rs
. 29,253 crore greenfield port
- and national mega shipbuild-
- ing cluster at Dugarajapatnam
- in Tirupati district.
~ The entity will be estab-
- lished under the Companies
. Act, 2013 as a 50:50 joint
- venture between the Andhra
Pradesh Maritime Board
. (APMB) and the Visakhapa-
. tnam Port Authority (VPA),
. representing the Government
- of India.
The project is positioned
- as Indias first National Mega
Shipbuilding  Cluster and
. forms part of the Centres
. broader industrial strategy
. under Maritime India Vision

2030 and Maritime Amrit
Kaal Vision 2047. These na-
tional roadmaps aim to scale
Indias shipbuilding output
from an estimated 0.01 mil-
lion gross tonnage (GT) per
annum to 4.5 million GT an-
nually, with the goal of plac-
ing India among the world’s
top five shipbuilding nations
by 2047. Spread across 2,000
acres, the Dugarajapatnam
cluster is designed to deliver
a capacity of approximately
1.2 million GT per annum
under the Shipbuilding De-
velopment Scheme (SbDS).
The project envisages devel-
opment of an anchor shipyard
with 0.5 million GT annual
capacity within 10 years of
commissioning, alongside
ship-repair yards, heavy en-
gineering facilities, dry docks,
ship lifts and outfitting berths.

NSHIP-AP Ltd. will de-
velop core marine and indus-
trial infrastructure, including
dredging works, waterfront

facilities, internal logistics
systems and utilities. The SPV
will also coordinate port oper-
ations, allot land to shipyards
and ancillary units, and im-
plement projects through PPP,
concession and lease models.
The State has empowered
APMB to identify and select
a development partner for the
anchor shipyard. The board
will comprise senior repre-
sentatives from both govern-
ments, including the chairper-
son of VPA and senior State
officials from infrastructure
and industry departments.

Officials said the long-
delayed project could signifi-
cantly enhance India’s domes-
tic shipbuilding ecosystem,
reduce import dependence,
attract foreign investment and
generate large-scale employ-
ment. For Andhra Pradesh,
the cluster is expected to po-
sition the State as a strategic
maritime manufacturing hub
on India’s east coast.




- Summary:

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved the incorporation of National Shipbuilding and Heavy Industries Park
Andhra Pradesh Limited (NSHIP-AP Ltd.) as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) to establish a Rs 29,253 crore greenfield
port and mega shipbuilding cluster in Dugarajapatnam, Tirupati district. This project aims to enhance India's shipbuilding
output and position the state as a strategic maritime manufacturing hub.
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Kolkata port surpasses last year’s loading figure in 11 months

IANS

KOLKATA: The Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
(SMPK), achieved a major op-
erational milestone by handling
64.026 million metric tonnes
(MMT) of cargo from April 2025
to February 2026, thereby sur-
passing the total traffic of 63.951
MMT handled during the entire
Financial Year 2024-25.

"With one month still re-
maining in the current financial
year, the Port has exceeded last
year’s overall cargo through-
put, demonstrating sustained

rowth momentum, en-

anced operational efficiency
and strong collaboration with
stakeholders across the mari-
time trade ecosystem,” SMPK
has said in a statement.

In the last 11 months, SMPK
recorded notable growth across
both its dock systems. While
Kolkata Dock System (KDS)

handled 17.033 MMT as against
15.01 MMT handled during the
corresponding period of the
previous financial year, reg-
istering a growth of 13.48 per
cent, the Haldia Dock Complex
(HDC) handled 46.993 MMT
compared to 42.697 MMT be-
tween April 2024 and February
2025, This reflected a growth of
10.06 per cent.

The overall cargo traffic
of SMP Kolkata registered a
growth of 10.95 per cent over
the corresponding period of the
previous year.

"Container traffic also wit-
nessed the highest ever growth
during the period, with the port
handling 8,74,360 TEUs be-
tween April 2025 and February
2026. This surpassed the pre-
vious record of 8,44,762 TEUs
during FY 2019-20," the state-
ment said.

Port chairman Rathendra Ra-
man appreciated the efforts of

all stakeholders while express-
ing satisfaction at the figures.

"Crossing the previous fi-
nancial year’s cargo handling
performance before the close
of the current fiscal reflects the
dedication and coordinated
efforts of Team SMP Kolkata,
along with our valued trade
partners and stakeholders. The
Port remains committed to im-
proving efficiency, strengthen-
ing logistics connectivity and
contributing meaningfully to
India’s port-led development
vision," he said.

"This milestone highlights
the port’s continued focus on
operational excellence, infra-
structure optimisation and cus-
tomer-centric service delivery.
With ongoing modernisation
initiatives and improved cargo
handling systems, SMP Kolkata
is well positioned to achieve
higher benchmarks in the com-
ing vears,  Raman added.




- Summary:

The Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMPK), has achieved a major operational milestone by handling 64.026
million metric tonnes of cargo from April 2025 to February 2026, surpassing the total traffic of the entire Financial Year
2024-25. The port has exceeded last year's overall cargo throughput, demonstrating sustained growth momentum and
enhanced operational efficiency, contributing to India's port-led development vision.




