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35 Indian-flagged
ships near strait safe’

ovt is closely monitoring 35

Indian-flagged vessels
operating in Persian Gulf region
and all remain safe with no
detention, boarding or casualty,
Union ports and shipping min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal said
Saturday. Twenty-four of these
vessels are positioned west of
Strait of Hormuz, while 11 are
east of the strait, covering areas
including Gulf of Oman and
nearby waters, reports Prabin
Kalita. Three additional
Indian-flagged ships are
operating in Gulf of Aden,
which connects Red Sea to
Indian Ocean through
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait.




Summary:

The Indian government is closely monitoring 35 Indian-flagged vessels operating in the Persian Gulf region, and all
remain safe. Union ports and shipping minister Sarbananda Sonowal stated that these vessels are positioned west of
the Strait of Hormuz, while others are east of the strait, covering areas including the Gulf of Oman.
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35 Indian-flagged
ships near strait safe’

ovt is closely monitoring 35

Indian-flagged vessels
operating in Persian Gulf region
and all remain safe with no
detention, boarding or casualty,
Union ports and shipping min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal said
Saturday. Twenty-four of these
vessels are positioned west of
Strait of Hormuz, while 11 are
east of the strait, covering areas
including Gulf of Oman and
nearby waters, reports Prabin
Kalita. Three additional
Indian-flagged ships are
operating in Gulf of Aden,
which connects Red Sea to
Indian Ocean through
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait.




Summary:

The Indian government is closely monitoring 35 Indian-flagged vessels operating in the Persian Gulf region, all of which
remain safe. Twenty-four vessels are positioned west of the Strait of Hormuz, while 11 are east of the strait, covering
areas including the Gulf of Oman. Three additional Indian-flagged ships are operating in the Gulf of Aden.
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" Ulsan in Thoothukudi: TNs

shipbuilding policy aims high

M. Kal
CHENNAI

naraman

Darez Ahamed, MD of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
investment  promotion
agency, often muses on the
big picture of issues.

He opines every nation
that shifts course to a high-
growth path towards be-
coming fully developed
takes up merchant ship-
building. Shipbuilding
moved from Europe to the
U.S., then to Japan, fol-
lowed by South Korea and
China. These happened
just as the nations became
highly advanced.

“It's now India’s turn.
And Tamil Nadu is taking
the lead,” said Mr. Ahamed
two days after the State un-
veiled its shipbuilding poli-
cy. Tamil Nadu’s merchant
shipbuilding policy con-
tains a raft of measures for
attracting investment and
facilitating the building of
modern shipyards.

A Special Purpose Vehi-
cle, NSHIPTN, under SIP-
COT with the Centre as a
major stakeholder will de-
velop infrastructure, enter
joint ventures, lease assets,
aid capital raising and so
on. The State government
can participate in equity
(up to 49%) in shipyards or
lease assets up to 20% of
project cost. The govern-
ment has promised sup-
port to a range of activities
including setting up the
supply chain, training and
supplying the manpower,
and housing for yard staff.

Guidance officials say a
college dedicated to train-
ing engineers on shipbuild-
ing as well as institutions
for skilling on shipbuilding
trades such as welding,
erection and electric work
will be started. It would al-
so train seafarers.

Two  clusters  are

World’s finest: This file photo shows a ship being being built at

Hyundai Heavy Industries shipyard in Ulsan. AFp

planned to come up: one
in Thoothukudi and anoth-
er in Cuddalore. More than
3,000 acre of land belong-
ing to SIPCOT have been
identified for the shipyard
in Thoothukudi.

Two companies will
construct and operate shi-
pyards there. The govern-
ment has already signed an
MoU with Korean Hyundai,
among the most advanced
shipyard firms in the
world, for Thoothukudi
project. A public sector shi-
pyard such as Cochin Shi-
pyard or Mazagaon Docks
may develop the other
yard in Thoothukudi.

Advanced shipyard

Mr. Ahamed says the vision
is to bring Ulsan to Thooth-
ukudi. Ulsan is among the
most advanced shipyards
in the world and is operat-
ed by Hyundai.

Ulsan is a mini city that
offers nearly every piece of
shipyard operation: from
design houses to manufac-
turing almost all the cut-
ting edge components,
says Girish Sehgal, marine
chief engineer who has
dealt with shipyards in Ko-
rea, China and Japan for
nearly 15 years. “They have
licences to manufacture all
the state-of-the-art equip-
ment too, the supply of
which have lead times af-

fecting ship delivery sche-
dules,” he says.

Tamil Nadu is India’s
most advanced manufac-
turing hub and this policy
has come at an appropriate
time, says Hrishikesh Nara-
simhan, who served as
general manager and head
of production at the L&T
shipyard in Kattupalli and
is now vice president at the
Swan Defence shipyard in
Pipavav. Mr. Narasimhan
has a word of caution,
though. He says project
management is a weakness
in India and while Hyun-
dai’s expertise in shipyard
is proven, the whole pro-
ject should be managed
well enough to succeed.

In the last two decades,
merchant shipbuilding had
almost ground to a halt,
but the Centre seems keen
on ramping it up now. In
Budget announcements
and policy briefs, it had
talked about setting up
maritime clusters to sup-
port shipbuilding and an-
nounced incentives,

Merchant shipbuilding
requires a humongous in-
dustrial ecosystem and
draws upon a nation’s
deepest of resources, ta-
lents, skills and abilities. It
requires industrial
strength starting with ma-
nufacture and assembly of
high-quality steels.

Guidance officials as-
sure the State already has
suppliers who can forge
the ship grade steel to
make the hull frames of
ships. There is a plan to
make the special grade
steel for ships in the State.

Mr. Sehgal describes the
operation of a top perform-
ing yard, saying they take
only 15 months from steel
cutting to the ship entering
the water. “Yards work
round-the-clock. At any
point of time, there are
some 2,000 people on a
ship in China where the
welding is done manually.
In Korea, some 500 people
work in a ship at any time
since they use robotic
welding. Shipyard work is
an intense welding job
along with painting, ma-
chinery installation and
testing, safety system in-
stallation, as well as in-
volved electrical work,” he
says, adding Hyundai
would bring its own people
initially and slowly hand
over to Indians. “India’s
goal should be technology
transfer,” he adds.

The ecosystem of a yard
functioning at its top ca-
pacity will need a township
of several thousand em-
ployees. “An important
reason for the state pro-
moting shipbuilding is job
creation. For every person
working in a yard, the job
creation is rate 6.5x,” says
Arun Roy, Secretary to the
Industries  Department,
Tamil Nadu.

While yards in Korea
and Japan reject some or-
ders because of capacity is-
sues, China tends to not
pass up on orders so it
stays the dominant force in
shipbuilding. China today
builds half of all merchant
ships built in the world.
“They give unbeatable
30% discounts straight
off,” says Mr. Sehgal.




Summary:

Tamil Nadu is set to become a leading shipbuilding hub with a new policy aimed at attracting investment and building
modern shipyards. The government has signed an MoU with Korean Hyundai and is planning maritime clusters to
support the industry, with the goal of technology transfer and job creation.
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" Ulsan in Thoothukudi: T.Ns

shipbuilding policy aims high

M. Kal
CHENNAI

naraman

Darez Ahamed, MD of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
investment promotion
agency, often muses on the
big picture of issues.

He opines every nation
that shifts course to a high-
growth path towards be-
coming fully developed
takes up merchant ship-
building. Shipbuilding
moved from Europe to the
U.S., then to Japan, fol-
lowed by South Korea and
China. These happened
just as the nations became
highly advanced.

“It’s now India’s turn.
And Tamil Nadu is taking
the lead,” said Mr. Ahamed
two days after the State un-
veiled its shipbuilding poli-
cy. Tamil Nadu's merchant
shipbuilding policy con-
tains a raft of measures for
attracting investment and
facilitating the building of
modern shipyards.

A Special Purpose Vehi-
cle, NSHIPTN, under SIP-
COT with the Centre as a
major stakeholder will de-
velop infrastructure, enter
joint ventures, lease assets,
aid capital raising and so
on. The State government
can participate in equity
(up to 49%) in shipyards or
lease assets up to 20% of
project cost. The govern-
ment has promised sup-
port to a range of activities
including setting up the
supply chain, training and
supplying the manpower,
and housing for yard staff.

Guidance officials say a
college dedicated to train-
ing engineers on shipbuild-
ing as well as institutions
for skilling on shipbuilding
trades such as welding,
erection and electric work
will be started. It would al-
so train seafarers.

Two clusters are

CM

-

World’s finest: This file photo shows a ship being being built at

Hyundai Heavy Industries shipyard in Ulsan. AFp

planned to come up: one
in Thoothukudi and anoth-
er in Cuddalore. More than
3,000 acre of land belong-
ing to SIPCOT have been
identified for the shipyard
in Thoothukudi.

Two companies will
construct and operate shi-
pyards there. The govern-
ment has already signed an
MoU with Korean Hyundai,
among the most advanced
shipyard firms in the
world, for Thoothukudi
project. A public sector shi-
pyard such as Cochin Shi-
pyard or Mazagaon Docks
may develop the other
yard in Thoothukudi.

Advanced shipyard

Mr. Ahamed says the vision
is to bring Ulsan to Thooth-
ukudi. Ulsan is among the
most advanced shipyards
in the world and is operat-
ed by Hyundai.

Ulsan is a mini city that
offers nearly every piece of
shipyard operation: from
design houses to manufac-
turing almost all the cut-
ting edge components,
says Girish Sehgal, marine
chief engineer who has
dealt with shipyards in Ko-
rea, China and Japan for
nearly 15 years. “They have
licences to manufacture all
the state-of-the-art equip-
ment too, the supply of
which have lead times af-

fecting ship delivery sche-
dules,” he says.

Tamil Nadu is India’s
most advanced manufac-
turing hub and this policy
has come at an appropriate
time, says Hrishikesh Nara-
simhan, who served as
general manager and head
of production at the L&T
shipyard in Kattupalli and
is now vice president at the
Swan Defence shipyard in
Pipavav. Mr. Narasimhan
has a word of caution,
though. He says project
management is a weakness
in India and while Hyun-
dai’s expertise in shipyard
is proven, the whole pro-
ject should be managed
well enough to succeed.

In the last two decades,
merchant shipbuilding had
almost ground to a halt,
but the Centre seems keen
on ramping it up now. In
Budget announcements
and policy briefs, it had
talked about setting up
maritime clusters to sup-
port shipbuilding and an-
nounced incentives,

Merchant shipbuilding
requires a humongous in-
dustrial ecosystem and
draws upon a nation’s
deepest of resources, ta-
lents, skills and abilities. It
requires industrial
strength starting with ma-
nufacture and assembly of
high-quality steels.

Guidance officials as-
sure the State already has
suppliers who can forge
the ship grade steel to
make the hull frames of
ships. There is a plan to
make the special grade
steel for ships in the State.

Mr. Sehgal describes the
operation of a top perform-
ing yard, saying they take
only 15 months from steel
cutting to the ship entering
the water. “Yards work
round-the-clock. At any
point of time, there are
some 2,000 people on a
ship in China where the
welding is done manually.
In Korea, some 500 people
work in a ship at any time
since they use robotic
welding. Shipyard work is
an intense welding job
along with painting, ma-
chinery installation and
testing, safety system in-
stallation, as well as in-
volved electrical work,” he
says, adding Hyundai
would bring its own people
initially and slowly hand
over to Indians. “India’s
goal should be technology
transfer,” he adds.

The ecosystem of a yard
functioning at its top ca-
pacity will need a township
of several thousand em-
ployees. “An important
reason for the state pro-
moting shipbuilding is job
creation. For every person
working in a yard, the job
creation is rate 6.5x,” says
Arun Roy, Secretary to the
Industries  Department,
Tamil Nadu.

While yards in Korea
and Japan reject some or-
ders because of capacity is-
sues, China tends to not
pass up on orders so it
stays the dominant force in
shipbuilding. China today
builds half of all merchant
ships built in the world.
“They give unbeatable
30% discounts straight
off,” says Mr. Sehgal.




Summary:

Tamil Nadu is promoting its shipbuilding industry with a new policy aimed at attracting investment and building modern
shipyards. The government has signed an MoU with Korean Hyundai and plans to develop maritime clusters to support
shipbuilding, with the goal of making Tamil Nadu India's most advanced manufacturing hub.
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" Ulsan in Thoothukudi: T.Ns

shipbuilding policy aims high

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

Darez Ahamed, MD of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
investment promotion
agency, often muses on the
big picture of issues.

He opines every nation
that shifts course to a high-
growth path towards be-
coming fully developed
takes up merchant ship-
building. Shipbuilding
moved from Europe to the
U.S., then to Japan, fol-
lowed by South Korea and
China. These happened
just as the nations became
highly advanced.

“It’s now India’s turn.
And Tamil Nadu is taking
the lead,” said Mr. Ahamed
two days after the State un-
veiled its shipbuilding poli-
cy. Tamil Nadu's merchant
shipbuilding policy con-
tains a raft of measures for
attracting investment and
facilitating the building of
modern shipyards.

A Special Purpose Vehi-
cle, NSHIPTN, under SIP-
COT with the Centre as a
major stakeholder will de-
velop infrastructure, enter
joint ventures, lease assets,
aid capital raising and so
on. The State government
can participate in equity
(up to 49%) in shipyards or
lease assets up to 20% of
project cost. The govern-
ment has promised sup-
port to a range of activities
including setting up the
supply chain, training and
supplying the manpower,
and housing for yard staff.

Guidance officials say a
college dedicated to train-
ing engineers on shipbuild-
ing as well as institutions
for skilling on shipbuilding
trades such as welding,
erection and electric work
will be started. It would al-
so train seafarers.

Two clusters are

CM

-

World’s finest: This file photo shows a ship being being built at

Hyundai Heavy Industries shipyard in Ulsan. AFp

planned to come up: one
in Thoothukudi and anoth-
er in Cuddalore. More than
3,000 acre of land belong-
ing to SIPCOT have been
identified for the shipyard
in Thoothukudi.

Two companies will
construct and operate shi-
pyards there. The govern-
ment has already signed an
MoU with Korean Hyundai,
among the most advanced
shipyard firms in the
world, for Thoothukudi
project. A public sector shi-
pyard such as Cochin Shi-
pyard or Mazagaon Docks
may develop the other
yard in Thoothukudi.

Advanced shipyard

Mr. Ahamed says the vision
is to bring Ulsan to Thooth-
ukudi. Ulsan is among the
most advanced shipyards
in the world and is operat-
ed by Hyundai.

Ulsan is a mini city that
offers nearly every piece of
shipyard operation: from
design houses to manufac-
turing almost all the cut-
ting edge components,
says Girish Sehgal, marine
chief engineer who has
dealt with shipyards in Ko-
rea, China and Japan for
nearly 15 years. “They have
licences to manufacture all
the state-of-the-art equip-
ment too, the supply of
which have lead times af-

fecting ship delivery sche-
dules,” he says.

Tamil Nadu is India’s
most advanced manufac-
turing hub and this policy
has come at an appropriate
time, says Hrishikesh Nara-
simhan, who served as
general manager and head
of production at the L&T
shipyard in Kattupalli and
is now vice president at the
Swan Defence shipyard in
Pipavav. Mr. Narasimhan
has a word of caution,
though. He says project
management is a weakness
in India and while Hyun-
dai’s expertise in shipyard
is proven, the whole pro-
ject should be managed
well enough to succeed.

In the last two decades,
merchant shipbuilding had
almost ground to a halt,
but the Centre seems keen
on ramping it up now. In
Budget announcements
and policy briefs, it had
talked about setting up
maritime clusters to sup-
port shipbuilding and an-
nounced incentives,

Merchant shipbuilding
requires a humongous in-
dustrial ecosystem and
draws upon a nation’s
deepest of resources, ta-
lents, skills and abilities. It
requires industrial
strength starting with ma-
nufacture and assembly of
high-quality steels.

Guidance officials as-
sure the State already has
suppliers who can forge
the ship grade steel to
make the hull frames of
ships. There is a plan to
make the special grade
steel for ships in the State.

Mr. Sehgal describes the
operation of a top perform-
ing yard, saying they take
only 15 months from steel
cutting to the ship entering
the water. “Yards work
round-the-clock. At any
point of time, there are
some 2,000 people on a
ship in China where the
welding is done manually.
In Korea, some 500 people
work in a ship at any time
since they use robotic
welding. Shipyard work is
an intense welding job
along with painting, ma-
chinery installation and
testing, safety system in-
stallation, as well as in-
volved electrical work,” he
says, adding Hyundai
would bring its own people
initially and slowly hand
over to Indians. “India’s
goal should be technology
transfer,” he adds.

The ecosystem of a yard
functioning at its top ca-
pacity will need a township
of several thousand em-
ployees. “An important
reason for the state pro-
moting shipbuilding is job
creation. For every person
working in a yard, the job
creation is rate 6.5x,” says
Arun Roy, Secretary to the
Industries  Department,
Tamil Nadu.

While yards in Korea
and Japan reject some or-
ders because of capacity is-
sues, China tends to not
pass up on orders so it
stays the dominant force in
shipbuilding. China today
builds half of all merchant
ships built in the world.
“They give unbeatable
30% discounts straight
off,” says Mr. Sehgal.




Summary:

Tamil Nadu's shipbuilding policy aims to attract investment and facilitate the building of modern shipyards, with plans to
develop shipyards in Thoothukudi and Cuddalore. The government has signed an MoU with Korean Hyundai and is
focusing on creating a skilled workforce and a robust industrial ecosystem to support shipbuilding.
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Ulsan in Thoothukudi: T.N.s

shipbuilding policy aims high

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

Darez Ahamed, MD of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
investment promotion
agency, often muses on the
big picture of issues.

He opines every nation
that shifts course to a high-
growth path towards be-
coming fully developed
takes up merchant ship-
building. Shipbuilding
moved from Europe to the
U.S., then to Japan, fol-
lowed by South Korea and
China. These happened
just as the nations became
highly advanced.

“It’s now India’s turn.
And Tamil Nadu is taking
the lead,” said Mr. Ahamed
two days after the State un-
veiled its shipbuilding poli-
cy. Tamil Nadu’s merchant
shipbuilding policy con-
tains a raft of measures for
attracting investment and
facilitating the building of
modern shipyards.

A Special Purpose Vehi-
cle, NSHIPTN, under SIP-
COT with the Centre as a
major stakeholder will de-
velop infrastructure, enter
joint ventures, lease assets,
aid capital raising and so
on. The State government
can participate in equity
(up to 49%) in shipyards or
lease assets up to 20% of
project cost. The govern-
ment has promised sup-
port to a range of activities
including setting up the
supply chain, training and
supplying the manpower,
and housing for yard staff.

Guidance officials say a
college dedicated to train-
ing engineers on shipbuild-
ing as well as institutions
for skilling on shipbuilding
trades such as welding,
erection and electric work
will be started. It would al-
so train seafarers.

Two clusters  are

World’s finest: This file photo shows a ship being being built at
Hyundai Heavy Industries shipyard in Ulsan. AFp

planned to come up: one
in Thoothukudi and anoth-
er in Cuddalore. More than
3,000 acre of land belong-
ing to SIPCOT have been
identified for the shipyard
in Thoothukudi.

Two companies will
construct and operate shi-
pyards there. The govern-
ment has already signed an
MoU with Korean Hyundai,
among the most advanced
shipyard firms in the
world, for Thoothukudi
project. A public sector shi-
pyard such as Cochin Shi-
pyard or Mazagaon Docks
may develop the other
yard in Thoothukudi.

Advanced shipyard

Mr. Ahamed says the vision
is to bring Ulsan to Thooth-
ukudi. Ulsan is among the
most advanced shipyards
in the world and is operat-
ed by Hyundai.

Ulsan is a mini city that
offers nearly every piece of
shipyard operation: from
design houses to manufac-
turing almost all the cut-
ting edge components,
says Girish Sehgal, marine
chief engineer who has
dealt with shipyards in Ko-
rea, China and Japan for
nearly 15 years. “They have
licences to manufacture all
the state-of-the-art equip-
ment too, the supply of
which have lead times af-

fecting ship delivery sche-
dules,” he says.

Tamil Nadu is India’s
most advanced manufac-
turing hub and this policy
has come at an appropriate
time, says Hrishikesh Nara-
simhan, who served as
general manager and head
of production at the L&T
shipyard in Kattupalli and
is now vice president at the
Swan Defence shipyard in
Pipavav. Mr. Narasimhan
has a word of caution,
though. He says project
management is a weakness
in India and while Hyun-
dai’s expertise in shipyard
is proven, the whole pro-
ject should be managed
well enough to succeed.

In the last two decades,
merchant shipbuilding had
almost ground to a halt,
but the Centre seems keen
on ramping it up now. In
Budget announcements
and policy briefs, it had
talked about setting up
maritime clusters to sup-
port shipbuilding and an-
nounced incentives,

Merchant shipbuilding
requires a humongous in-
dustrial ecosystem and
draws upon a nation’s
deepest of resources, ta-
lents, skills and abilities. It
requires industrial
strength starting with ma-
nufacture and assembly of
high-quality steels.

Guidance officials as-
sure the State already has
suppliers who can forge
the ship grade steel to
make the hull frames of
ships. There is a plan to
make the special grade
steel for ships in the State.

Mr. Sehgal describes the
operation of a top perform-
ing yard, saying they take
only 15 months from steel
cutting to the ship entering
the water. “Yards work
round-the-clock. At any
point of time, there are
some 2,000 people on a
ship in China where the
welding is done manually.
In Korea, some 500 people
work in a ship at any time
since they use robotic
welding. Shipyard work is
an intense welding job
along with painting, ma-
chinery installation and
testing, safety system in-
stallation, as well as in-
volved electrical work,” he
says, adding Hyundai
would bring its own people
initially and slowly hand
over to Indians. “India’s
goal should be technology
transfer,” he adds.

The ecosystem of a yard
functioning at its top ca-
pacity will need a township
of several thousand em-
ployees. “An important
reason for the state pro-
moting shipbuilding is job
creation. For every person
working in a yard, the job
creation is rate 6.5x,” says
Arun Roy, Secretary to the
Industries  Department,
Tamil Nadu.

While yards in Korea
and Japan reject some or-
ders because of capacity is-
sues, China tends to not
pass up on orders so it
stays the dominant force in
shipbuilding. China today
builds half of all merchant
ships built in the world.
“They give unbeatable
30% discounts straight
off,” says Mr. Sehgal.




Summary:

Tamil Nadu's shipbuilding policy aims to attract investment and facilitate the building of modern shipyards, with plans for
shipyards in Thoothukudi and Cuddalore. The government has signed an MoU with Korean Hyundai and is focusing on
technology transfer to Indians, with the goal of making Tamil Nadu a leading manufacturing hub.
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Darez Ahamed, MD of Gui-
dance Tamil Nadu, the
State government’s nodal
investment promotion
agency, often muses on the
big picture of issues.

He opines every nation
that shifts course to a high-
growth path towards be-
coming fully developed
takes up merchant ship-
building. Shipbuilding
moved from Europe to the
U.S., then to Japan, fol-
lowed by South Korea and
China. These happened
just as the nations became
highly advanced.

“It’s now India’s turn.
And Tamil Nadu is taking
the lead,” said Mr. Ahamed
two days after the State un-
veiled its shipbuilding poli-
cy. Tamil Nadu's merchant
shipbuilding policy con-
tains a raft of measures for
attracting investment and
facilitating the building of
modern shipyards.

A Special Purpose Vehi-
cle, NSHIPTN, under SIP-
COT with the Centre as a
major stakeholder will de-
velop infrastructure, enter
joint ventures, lease assets,
aid capital raising and so
on. The State government
can participate in equity
(up to 49%) in shipyards or
lease assets up to 20% of
project cost. The govern-
ment has promised sup-
port to a range of activities
including setting up the
supply chain, training and
supplying the manpower,
and housing for yard staff.

Guidance officials say a
college dedicated to train-
ing engineers on shipbuild-
ing as well as institutions
for skilling on shipbuilding
trades such as welding,
erection and electric work
will be started. It would al-
so train seafarers.

Two clusters are
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World’s finest: This file photo shows a ship being being built at

Hyundai Heavy Industries shipyard in Ulsan. AFp

planned to come up: one
in Thoothukudi and anoth-
er in Cuddalore. More than
3,000 acre of land belong-
ing to SIPCOT have been
identified for the shipyard
in Thoothukudi.

Two companies will
construct and operate shi-
pyards there. The govern-
ment has already signed an
MoU with Korean Hyundai,
among the most advanced
shipyard firms in the
world, for Thoothukudi
project. A public sector shi-
pyard such as Cochin Shi-
pyard or Mazagaon Docks
may develop the other
yard in Thoothukudi.

Advanced shipyard

Mr. Ahamed says the vision
is to bring Ulsan to Thooth-
ukudi. Ulsan is among the
most advanced shipyards
in the world and is operat-
ed by Hyundai.

Ulsan is a mini city that
offers nearly every piece of
shipyard operation: from
design houses to manufac-
turing almost all the cut-
ting edge components,
says Girish Sehgal, marine
chief engineer who has
dealt with shipyards in Ko-
rea, China and Japan for
nearly 15 years. “They have
licences to manufacture all
the state-of-the-art equip-
ment too, the supply of
which have lead times af-

fecting ship delivery sche-
dules,” he says.

Tamil Nadu is India’s
most advanced manufac-
turing hub and this policy
has come at an appropriate
time, says Hrishikesh Nara-
simhan, who served as
general manager and head
of production at the L&T
shipyard in Kattupalli and
is now vice president at the
Swan Defence shipyard in
Pipavav. Mr. Narasimhan
has a word of caution,
though. He says project
management is a weakness
in India and while Hyun-
dai’s expertise in shipyard
is proven, the whole pro-
ject should be managed
well enough to succeed.

In the last two decades,
merchant shipbuilding had
almost ground to a halt,
but the Centre seems keen
on ramping it up now. In
Budget announcements
and policy briefs, it had
talked about setting up
maritime clusters to sup-
port shipbuilding and an-
nounced incentives,

Merchant shipbuilding
requires a humongous in-
dustrial ecosystem and
draws upon a nation’s
deepest of resources, ta-
lents, skills and abilities. It
requires industrial
strength starting with ma-
nufacture and assembly of
high-quality steels.

Guidance officials as-
sure the State already has
suppliers who can forge
the ship grade steel to
make the hull frames of
ships. There is a plan to
make the special grade
steel for ships in the State.

Mr. Sehgal describes the
operation of a top perform-
ing yard, saying they take
only 15 months from steel
cutting to the ship entering
the water. “Yards work
round-the-clock. At any
point of time, there are
some 2,000 people on a
ship in China where the
welding is done manually.
In Korea, some 500 people
work in a ship at any time
since they use robotic
welding. Shipyard work is
an intense welding job
along with painting, ma-
chinery installation and
testing, safety system in-
stallation, as well as in-
volved electrical work,” he
says, adding Hyundai
would bring its own people
initially and slowly hand
over to Indians. “India’s
goal should be technology
transfer,” he adds.

The ecosystem of a yard
functioning at its top ca-
pacity will need a township
of several thousand em-
ployees. “An important
reason for the state pro-
moting shipbuilding is job
creation. For every person
working in a yard, the job
creation is rate 6.5x,” says
Arun Roy, Secretary to the
Industries  Department,
Tamil Nadu.

While yards in Korea
and Japan reject some or-
ders because of capacity is-
sues, China tends to not
pass up on orders so it
stays the dominant force in
shipbuilding. China today
builds half of all merchant
ships built in the world.
“They give unbeatable
30% discounts straight
off,” says Mr. Sehgal.




Summary:

Tamil Nadu's shipbuilding policy aims to attract investment and facilitate the building of modern shipyards, with plans to
develop shipyards in Thoothukudi and Cuddalore. The government has signed an MoU with Korean Hyundai and is
focusing on creating a skilled workforce and a robust industrial ecosystem to support shipbuilding.
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Centre rolls out
' measures to
| shield exporters
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31, 2026, antomatically up to
August 31, 2026, without pay-
ment of the composition fee.
The measures have been
taken in view of the prevailing
gep-political developments af-
fecting international shipping
routes and global supply chains
and to facilitate exporters, the
public notice from DGFT said.
Exporters had been de-
manding the extension to help
them meet their obligations,
already grappling with high
US taritfs and now facing chal-
lenges from the West Asian
crisis triggered by the joint
attack of the US and Israel
on Iran, which has disrupted
shipping movements.
Separately, the commerce
ministry has assured export-
ers that full benefits under the
Remission of Duties and Taxes
on Exported Products (RoD-
TEP) scheme will be restored
from April 1, according to the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO).
The government had
halved RoDTEP rates for most

| OFEEEE POLICY MOVES
Calcutta: The government
has rolled out a serles of relief ] Engnsmformgﬂ ob-
measures for exportersasthe  jigations (Advance/EPCG)
ongoing West Asia conflictds-  ynij| August 31, 2026, with
rupts global shipping routes, no composition fees
pushes up freight and insur-
ance costs, and threatens the =~ ® Full RoDTEP rates to
price competitiveness of Indi-  be restored from April 1.
an goods in overseas markets. reversing the 50% cuts im-

The Directorate General = plemented in February

of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has
extended the export obligation | ™ MNew SoP allows ports to
(EO) perlod for specified Ad- | Waive/reduce storage and
vance Authorisations and Ex- | vesselcharges
port Promotion Capital Goods
(EPCG) authorisations expir- sectors — barring agriculture
ing between March 1 and May and processed food products

— from February 23.

“The current 50 per cent
RoDTEP rates are applicable
only up to March 31, 2026. The
full restoration of RoODTEP rates
will take effect from April 1,”
FIEO president SC Ralhan said.

Meanwhile, the Union
shipping ministry has issued a
standard operating procedure
(SoP) asking ports to facilitate
exporters during the crisis.
Ports may consider requests
for reduction, waiver or remis-
sion of charges, including ves-
sel charges and storage rent,
on a case-by-case basis.

Each port will appoint a
nodal officer as a single-point
contact to address issues with-
in 24-72 hours. Ports have also
been advised to hold periodic
meetings with stakeholders,
permit temporary storage
of West Asla-bound cargo as
transhipment cargo, prior-
itise perishable shipments,
facilitate return of export
cargo from the reglon and co-
ordinate closely with agencies
such as Customs and DGFT.




Summary:

The Indian government has introduced relief measures for exporters due to the West Asia conflict disrupting shipping
routes and increasing costs. These measures include extending export obligations, restoring full RODTEP rates, and
allowing ports to waive or reduce storage and vessel charges to support exporters during the crisis.
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Centre rolls out
measures to
shield exporters

I POLICY MOVES
Calcutta: The government
has rolled out a serles of relief = Extension for export ob-
measures for exportersasthe  |igations (Advance/EPCG)
ongoing West Asta conflictdis- ' ynti| August 31, 2026, with
rupts global shipping routes, no composition fees

pushes up freight and insur-
ance costs, and threatens the
price competitiveness of Indi-
an goods in overseas markets.
The Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT) has
extended the export obligation
(E0) period for specified Ad-
vance Authorisations and Ex-
port Promotion Capital Goods
(EPCG) authorisations expir-
ing between March 1 and May
31, 2026, automatically up to
Aungust 31, 2026, without pay-
ment of the composition fee.
The measures have been
taken in view of the prevailing
geo-political developments af-
fecting international shipping
routes and global supply chains
and to facilitate exporters, the
public notice from DGET said.
Exporters had been de-
manding the extension to help
them meet their obligations,
already grappling with high
US taritfs and now facing chal-
lenges from the West Asian
crisis triggered by the joint
attack of the US and Israel
on Iran, which has disrupted
shipping movements.
Separately, the commerce
ministry has assured export-
ers that full benefits under the
Remission of Dutles and Taxes
on Exported Products (RoD-
TEP) scheme will be restored
from April 1, according to the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO).
The government had
halved RoDTEP rates for most

m Full RoDTEP rates to
be restored from April 1,
reversing the 50% cuts im-
plemented in February

= New SoP allows ports to

waive/reduce storage and
vessel charges

sectors —barring agriculture
and processed food products
—from February 23.

“The current 50 per cent
RoDTEP rates are applicable
only up to March 31, 2026. The
fill restoration of RODTEPrates
will take effect from April 1,”
FIEO president SC Ralhan said.

Meanwhile, the Union
shipping ministry hasissued a
standard operating procedure
(SoP) asking ports to facilitate
exporters during the crisis.
Ports may consider requests
for reduction, waiver or remis-
slon of charges, Including ves-
sel charges and storage rent,
on a case-by-case basis.

Each port will appoint a
nodal officer as a single-point
contact to address issues with-
in 24-72 hours. Ports have also
been advised to hold periodic
meetings with stakeholders,
permit temporary storage
of West Asia-bound cargo as
transhipment cargo, prior-
itise perishable shipments,
facilitate return of export
cargo from the reglon and co-
ordinate closely with agencles
such as Customs and DGFT.




Summary:

The Indian government has introduced relief measures for exporters due to the West Asia conflict disrupting shipping
routes and increasing costs. These measures include extending export obligations, restoring full RODTEP rates, and
allowing ports to waive charges, aiming to support exporters facing challenges from geopolitical tensions and tariffs.
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Work on Charging Points for Your Water Metro to Start Soon
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- Summary: ~

Patna is set to launch its Water Metro service, with the construction of charging points underway along the Ganges. The
first phase will cover a 10.5 km route with stops at Gandhi Ghat and Gaya Ghat, utilizing 'MV-Gomdhar Kunwar' boats
costing over 112 crore each, as part of a 1908 crore project by the Inland Waterways Authority of India and the Bihar
government.
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Relief to Exporters... Government Extends Target Deadline

 Prafde! @ e, TWBR

ﬁma&uaﬁwsﬂm

ﬁuﬁ-ra&aaﬁw;ﬁm 31 HE T Jer

few =M wERwEE

L (FERE) #OAR # W
iaﬁ:qamtm.ﬂgmfaqﬁufaam
| T H 1 9 2026 § 31 WE
| 2026 F A9 @ A W o, IF
| 3" 31 3T 2026 7% F G
P fem omn %) T fow 3R @R
| it TR FE A €| B

| 3 7% twen gufe fo @
| ofrem oy # we ® df F
| FRO HAEE eSO qm
| Afyaw g qEen mofaE @
R IR AWE A T #
| feawd o1 W R o A g w6
| @ A T # ) 9 T s
L ae () A9 % e W

| 78 femein) wirem i § w6 ©
| HFe F o TR A i
| A @ & IR A FP A
| & den a9 T @6 O T
| Y e R

wmaﬁm
g | it e 3 seme | #m
# f & vivem ufirn w2 & F0

FEN, T A AR (S o |
o) F AP W AR A Y
& A A #50Te & foll OF A
mmﬁmaﬁélmaﬁ :
TRl HEUTE e 7 IE
w0 F Area A =@ e e
A A AHens F HE EF
e wae wve fag ) oo

4 9 e #@ feed = o
T F dEe St wee o
Ik F WA F A €, oA
T A9 3% 09 9 | e e
oAl :

Edition:




- Summary:

The Indian government has extended the deadline for exporters to meet their targets from May 31 to August 31, waiving
additional fees due to disruptions caused by the West Asia crisis. The Ministry of Shipping has also instructed ports to

consider reducing or waiving charges to alleviate the problems faced by exporters, and has issued a standard operating
procedure for ports.
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Relief to Exporters... Government Extends Target Deadline
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- Summary:

The Indian government has extended the deadline for exporters to meet their targets from May 31 to August 31, waiving
additional fees due to disruptions from the West Asia crisis. The Shipping Ministry is also urging ports to consider
reducing or waiving charges to ease exporter burdens, and has established standard procedures and nodal officers to
address related issues.
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Shipping Ministry's Directives for Ports?
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- Summary: ~

The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has implemented a detailed SOP to address the crisis, directing ports to
consider reducing or waiving storage and vessel charges. Nodal officers will be appointed at each port to resolve
stakeholder issues within 24-72 hours, prioritizing perishable and Middle East-bound cargo, and expediting export cargo
movement in coordination with Customs.
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India elected as member of IMO Council
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Summary:

India has been elected as a member of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Council for the 2024-25 biennium.
Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal expressed his satisfaction with India's election to this prestigious council.
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Paradip Port Authority Chairman P.L. Harnadh Inaugurates 'Sai Nirmal Jhara' Project
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Summary:

Paradip Port Authority Chairman P.L. Harnadh inaugurated the 'Sai Nirmal Jhara' project in Yadupur village, facilitated by
Shri Satyasai Seva Sangathan. The project, which aims to provide pure drinking water, is the 6th of its kind by Paradip
Port and the 48th in Odisha, addressing the increasing difficulty in accessing clean water in the region.
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Sasoon Fisheries Port to be the best in the world - Nitesh Rane
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- Summary:

Fisheries Minister Nitesh Rane announced that Sasoon Fisheries Port in Mumbai will be developed into the world's best
fishing port through an agreement with Finnish companies. The modernization project aims to enhance infrastructure,
promote sustainability, and improve the livelihoods of the fishing community, with support from the state and central
governments.
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