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Summary:

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, along with BJP National President Nitin Nabin and Assam BJP President Dilip
Saikia, visited a tea garden in Guwahati, Assam. The visit took place on Thursday, and a picture of the event was
captured.
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INBRIEF

CSL signs shipbuilding
contract with French firm

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) has signed a
shipbuilding contract with French shipping
company CMA CGM for the construction of six
1,700 TEU LNG dual-fuel feeder container
vessels. The contract was signed between Jose
V.J., chairman and managing director, CSL, and
Rodolphe Saadé, chairman and chief executive
officer, CMA CGM, according to a
communication. Designed with dual-fuel engines
capable of operating on liquefied natural gas
(LNG), the vessels will significantly reduce
emissions compared to conventional fuels.




- Summary:

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) has signed a shipbuilding contract with French shipping company CMA CGM for the
construction of six 1,700 TEU LNG dual-fuel feeder container vessels. The contract was signed between Jose V.J.,
chairman and managing director, CSL, and Rodolphe Saadé, chairman and chief executive officer, CMA CGM. The
vessels are designed with dual-fuel engines capable of operating on liquefied natural gas (LNG) and will significantly
reduce emissions compared to conventional fuels.
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CSL signs contract with
French shipping giant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

COCHIN Shipyard Limited
(CSL) has signed a major ship-
building contract with French
shipping giant CMA CGM to
build six LNG dual-fuel feeder
container vessels, marking a
significant milestone for In-
dia’s shipbuilding sector.

The agreement was signed
on Wednesday (February 18) in
New Delhi between CSL Chair-
man and Managing Director
Jose V J and CMA CGM Chair-
man and CEO Rodolphe Saadé,
in the presence of Minister of
State for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Shantanu Thakur
and senior officials from the
ministry and both
organisations.

Under the contract, CSL will
build six 1,700 TEU (twenty-foot
equivalent unit) feeder contain-
er ships equipped with dual-
fuel engines that can operate on
liguefied natural gas (LNG) as
well as conventional fuel. LNG-
powered vessels produce lower
emissions compared to tradi-
tional ships and are considered
an important step towards
greener maritime transport.




- Summary:

Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL) has signed a major shipbuilding contract with French shipping giant CMA CGM to build
six LNG dual-fuel feeder container vessels, marking a significant milestone for India's shipbuilding sector. The
agreement was signed in New Delhi in the presence of Minister of State for Ports, Shipping and Waterways Shantanu
Thakur. Under the contract, CSL will build six 1,700 TEU feeder container ships equipped with dual-fuel engines,
considered an important step towards greener maritime transport.

~
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‘Cruise project
follows norms’

Lucknow: Tourism and culture
minister Jaiveer Singh on
Thursday said that five govt and
two private cruises were opera-
tional in Varanasi.
Hewasrespondingtoaquery
on cruise operations in Varana-
si raised by Samajwadi Party
MLC Ashutosh Sinha in the Vid-
han Parishad. “Their opera-
tions are governed by standards
set by the Inland Waterways Aut-
hority of India and the Uttar
Pradesh Inland Waterways Aut-
hority, and compliance 1s being
ensured,” said Singh. tun




- Summary: ~

Tourism and culture minister Jaiveer Singh stated that five government and two private cruises are operational in
Varanasi. He was responding to a query on cruise operations raised by Samajwadi Party MLC Ashutosh Sinha, ensuring
that their operations comply with the standards set by the Inland Waterways Authority of India and the Uttar Pradesh
Inland Waterways Authority.
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EXERCISE MILAN KICKS OFF IN VISAKHAPATNAM

Rajnath pushes for deeper maritime ties

SIMONTINI BHATTACHARJEE

VISAKHAPATNAM: Some of
the world’s leading naval pow-
ers — including Iran, Russia
and the United States — have
converged in Visakhapat-
nam for the MILAN Exercise,
underscoring a shared commit-
ment to maritime diplomacy
and collective security.
Addressing the opening
session on Thursday, Defence
minister Rajnath Singh empha-
sised that control of the seas
remains a key driver of eco-
nomic power and strategic
influence. He further pointed
out that, even as emerging mar-
itime threats and rapid techno-
logical advancements reshape
modern warfare, naval strength
remains vital to global stability.
The Defence minister also
highlighted that in present
times, threats are a mix of tradi-
tional challenges and new risks,

including piracy, maritime ter-
rorism, illegal fishing, cyber
vulnerabilities, supply chain
disruptions, and the grow-
ing impact of climate change.
The increasing frequency and
severity of natural disasters
have further underscored the
importance of humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief as
core naval responsibilities.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Chief of the Noval Staff Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi and others during a
group photograph at the inauguration of Indian Navy’s Exercise ‘MILAN’, in Visakhapatnam

— . -

As economies grow rapidly
and maritime trade surges,
competition over ocean spaces
and resources—including rare
earth minerals and undersea
assets—adds new layers to
maritime security challenges.

“No single navy, no matter
how capable, can tackle these
challenges alone. Maritime
cooperation is not optional

2026

oy

MPOST

anymore — it is a necessity,’
Singh emphasised, calling for
better information sharing,
secure communications, and
coordinated efforts to combat
criminal and terrorist activities
at sea. He highlighted the vital
role of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea
as a strong legal foundation for
managing international waters.

-

2 HIGHLIGHTS

» Rajnath Singh emphasised

that control of the seas
remains a key driver of
economic power and
strategic influence

» He highlighted the vital

role of the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea as
a strong legal foundation
for managing international
waters

o

He also shared that India’s
maritime vision, SAGAR —
Security and Growth for All
in the Region — has expanded
into MAHASAGAR, illus-
trating Indias growing com-
mitment to comprehensive
maritime development.

Welcoming representa-
tives from 74 countries, Singh
expressed that their participa-

- 1

tion underscores a shared dedi-
cation to maritime cooperation.

Additionally, Chief of
Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi highlighted the need
for flexibility in cooperation
efforts. “One size doesn't fit all
— measures must be tailored to
local realities,” he stated.

“We treat each mari-
time partner as an equal,” he
added, recognising that each
navy brings unique strengths
— whether in experience,
geography, or capability. Com-
bining these assets strengthens
our collective resilience against
emerging maritime challenges.

While invitations were
extended to over 135 nations,
74 countries are currently tak-
ing part in the ongoing naval
exercise in India. Notably,
Germany, the Philippines,
and the UAE are participat-
ing with military assets for the
first time.




- Summary:

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh emphasized the importance of maritime cooperation at the MILAN Exercise in
Visakhapatnam, highlighting the need for naval strength and international collaboration to address emerging maritime
challenges. He also underscored India's commitment to maritime development through initiatives like SAGAR and
MAHASAGAR, welcoming representatives from 74 countries to participate in the exercise.
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"Min: All cruises on Ganga

in Kashi fully complying
with prescribed norms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Tourism and
Culture Minister Jaiveer Singh
on Thursday hit out at the
opposition in the state
Legislative Council asserting
that all government and
private cruises operating on
the Ganga river in Varanasi
are being carried out in full
compliance with prescribed
norms. Replying to a query
raised by Samajwadi Party
MLC Ashutosh Sinha, the min-
ister said five government
and two private cruises are
currently operating in
Varanasi. He further said that
the operational standards
for these cruises have been
laid down by the Inland
Waterways Authority of India
and the Uttar Pradesh Inland
Waterways Authority, ensur-
ing full compliance.
According to a press state-
ment, Sinha had sought
details on the number of
government and private
cruises operating in the dis-
trict, the norms governing
their operations and whether
the information would be
placed on the table of the
House. Singh said the
required details are avail-
able and there is no objection
to sharing the information.

During the discussion, the
opposition member also
sought additional details
about the status of the Uttar
Pradesh Inland Waterways
Authority. The minister said a
notification was issued on
December 6, 2023 for the
enactment of the legislation
related to the authority, with
the transport department
designated as the nodal
department. Further proceed-
ings commenced from
December 6, 2024, he added.

Taking a swipe at the oppo-
sition, Singh said extensive
information regarding the
matter had already been pub-
lished in newspapers and
aired on news channels. “Had
Ashutosh ji read a little, he
would not have asked this
question,” he remarked, trig-
gering heated exchanges in
the House. Targeting the
opposition further, the min-
ister cited tourism data to
underline what he described
as significant growth since
2017. He said that over 5.44
lakh domestic and close to
3.34 lakh foreign tourists had
visited Varanasi before 2017,
whereas the current figure
has risen to more than 17.27
crore. He attributed the surge
to the leadership of PM
Narendra Modi and CM Yogi
Adityanath.




Summary:

Uttar Pradesh Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh stated that all government and private cruises operating on the Ganga
river in Varanasi are fully complying with prescribed norms. He mentioned a significant increase in tourism since 2017,
attributing it to the leadership of PM Narendra Modi and CM Yogi Adityanath.
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Tourism Minister Says Five Government and Two Private Cruises Operated in Ganga
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- Summary:

Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh informed the Legislative Council that five government and two private cruises are
operating in the Ganges River in Kashi, adhering to set standards. He credited the increase in tourism to the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, noting a rise from 5.44 lakh Indian and 3.34 lakh
foreign tourists before 2017 to over 17.27 crores currently.
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The world should unite to deal with maritime challenges: Rajnath

g

R I e 2026 Y aarn * A Ry’

aajﬂga‘rﬁmﬂfémﬁﬂiwagﬁm earele

@M ™EA, 19 HWEI (FOM
efq\*ﬁgnmaﬁmm; o] WE ey e
F21 § & o
At did- TR
et Aradl 4 o
S e | AR
F oo T S HAIIHD
eI & e | ﬂ]ﬂﬂﬂﬂ

l{ﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬂdﬁ[*{m*{"ll
B 98 WEEE
Ay e 2026 %
TEHIEA THIE o] Hala &1 18 o |59 Tae
T 74 39 & W vE @ wiarieee
T TURE © | @ w7 Fa B few
gyl o AfYaes = @ auE ufEed o

poard o g ¢ fowd wgd ww

e o ameor Wt smerd | ag E,
foms wrFEE mEEE SR sTE TEa
APl S TR S g SR
a1 fF "R T W w7 e
(ARSI St O F w1
HYFER gl WEH a8, T e afves
TR HE & A | S wead
TN HFA | 9 ST vt @R e

_ & D
TaE ¥ g s & | aaer g

FerSHEREA] S FHEAE HARHA] F AR
et 5= 1

At sfEenad # = St
UHEE @Al WY HeE € ey

it T T ST =T T s
T T 1 =T

e T A v Ay e e
W qErErR ' o5 &1 IE e % Seeid i
B0 FE & 9% 46 o AT Eer
T A 1 Tl Siersra 1 w9 & |
e favEgHE  fova- e & w1 e
it wirde wftrsr Framm =)




- Summary:

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh stated the importance of global collaboration to address complex maritime challenges at
the inaugural ceremony of multinational exercise Milan 2026. He highlighted the increase in maritime threats like
terrorism, piracy, and the impact of climate change, emphasizing India's commitment to a fair maritime system and its
role as a reliable global partner.
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Summary:

Cochin Shipyard Limited has signed an agreement with French shipbuilding company CMA CGM to construct six LNG-
powered vessels. The agreement, signed in Delhi, aims to strengthen the relationship between India and France and
improve India's shipping industry, following discussions during Prime Minister Modi's visit to France last year.
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Rajnath Singh calls for Global

Maritime Cooperation

Visakhapatnam (UNI)

Stressing the growing complexity of
maritime security challenges, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday called for stronger global
naval cooperation, asserting that "no
single navy, however capable, can
address these challenges alone."

Delivering the opening address at
MILAN 2026, here, the Minister high-
lighted the urgent need to safeguard
national waters from "nefarious ter-
rorist activities" spreading across re-
gions.

Singh said that traditional threats
now coexist with emerging risks such
as piracy, maritime terrorism, illegal
fishing, trafficking, cyber vulnerabil-
ities and disruptions to critical sup-
ply chains. He also brought out the
impact of climate change in intensi-
fying natural disasters, making hu-
manitarian assistance and disaster
relief operations more frequent and
demanding.

Emphasising that cooperation

s no longer optional
e, the Defence Minister

ntly in recent decades amid in-
asingly interconnected global
hallenges.

"The role of Navies in interna-
tional peacemaking has only in-
creased over time. There has been an
exponential economic growth dur-

ing the last few
decades leading to a
massive increase in in-
ternational trade and
transport. There has
also been a rise in con-
tests for ownership of
straits and channels,
sometimes  causing
threats of flare-up. In-
creasing international
attention to underwa-
ter resources, particu-
larly rare-earth miner-
als is adding a new di-
mension to this ten-
sion. In addition, there is a need to
guard our waters from the nefarious
terrorist activities which are spread-
ing tentacles across countries and
regions,” he said.

Reflecting on the evolution of naval
power across the globe, Singh said,
"The increase of naval power has his-
torically been equated with the era of
mercantilism and colonialism."




- Summary:

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh called for stronger global naval cooperation, highlighting the need to safeguard national
waters from terrorist activities. He noted the expanded responsibilities of maritime forces amid interconnected global
challenges and emphasized the role of navies in international peacemaking and the impact of economic growth on
international trade.
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Several prominent people in Makum
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- Summary:

Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and BJP State President Dilip Saikia, along with other dignitaries, visited the
Barekuri Borgaon Srisri Ashtabhujdev Barnamghar in Makum. They participated in prayers, met community leaders, and
discussed the welfare of the state and country, also visiting the residence of a senior advocate and the Matak Raja's
Maidam to receive blessings.
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Chennai Port Authority Welcomes Representatives of Hamburg Port Authority: Focus
on Future-Ready Infrastructure, Digitalization, and Al
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Summary:

Chennai Port Authority hosted a delegation from Hamburg Port Authority to enhance cooperation in port development,
focusing on future-ready infrastructure, digitalization, and Al. The visit included briefings, tours of port facilities, and
discussions on sustainable development and digital transformation, including the role of Al in port systems.
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'MORE | SPACE 275 metres finger jetty extension to add 4 MTPA cargo capacity, ease saturation pressure

KSPL plans port expansion with 3200 cr

VADREVU SRINIVAS | DC
KAKINADA, FEB. 19

The Kakinada Seaports
Limited has proposed an
expansion involving the
extension of the Offshore
Supply Vessel complex by
360 metres and construc-
tion of an additional 275
metres finger jetty 1, at a
cost of T200 crores.

This would enhance the
cargo handling capacity
by 4 Million Tonne Per
Annum (MTPA) in addi-
tion to the existing capaci-
ty of 17.835 MTPA.

The proposed site for
port development is locat-
ed above the fishing har-
bour. The deep water port
is expanding the OSV

complex by an extension
of Jetty 1 towards the east-
ern direction from the
OSV approach trestle and
an increase of the cargo
handling capacity.

A public hearing was
also conducted recently
for the expansion purpose.
It proposed the expansion.

With increasing mar-
itime trade, offshore explo-
ration and the central gov-
ernment’s emphasis on
port-led industrialisation
under the Sagarmala pro-
gramme, there’s a growing
demand for further expan-
sion of port infrastructure
in Kakinada and upgrada-
tion of port facilities.

The modernization plan
includes strengthening of

HANDLING  EXISTING through- /=, - Environmental
ability to rise = put nearing limits, /IS studies com-
by 4 riving need for addition pleted, wit
y /J drivi d for additional  pleted, with
million ] facilities. one-season
all monitorin
tonnes OFFSHORE energy, Navy T rind
;';?;vefaﬁ' agg Coast Guard needs 1 ll' =
f T add strategic importance =
tional load.  to the project. radius.

existing berths, develop-
ment of additional cargo
handling infrastructure
and improvement of utili-
ties.

The company stated that
the existing capacity of
17.83 MTPA is nearing sat-
uration; and the offshore
oil and gas exploration in
the Krishna-Godavari

Basin  has intensified

demand for OSV berthing
support facilities,

This is particularly as
vesse] sizes increase up to
130-145 meters and the
Indian Navy and Coast
Guard requirements add
to the strategic necessity
of expansion.

The proposed project
would address the state-
wide and port-specific

needs, to meet increasing
cargo traffic and avoid
congestion, to strengthen
multi-cargo, liguid, and
project cargo operations,
mechanized handling,
reduced turnaround time
and lower logistics costs,
serving interlandss of AP,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh
and Odisha, supporting
national defence, offshore
energy and port-led devel-
opment, climate-resilient,
environmentally sustain-
able port infrastructure.
According to its summa-
ry report, the project falls
under CRZ-Iva, which cov-
ers the area within 500
meters from the high tide
line and the total water
requirement is 985kld, dis-

tributed between opera-
tional activities and
domestic usage,

The Kakinada deep
water port is powered
through anll KVA incom-
ing feeder line from the AP
Eastern Power
Distribution Company.
The summary report
stated that the baseline
environmental settings
have been studied by
undertaking one-season
monitoring within the
study area of 10km radius
from the project site
boundary. The primary
baseline environmental
conditions were moni-
tored during the period of
December 2024 to
February 2025,




- Summary:

Kakinada Seaports Limited has proposed a port expansion involving the Offshore Supply Vessel complex, including an
additional 275-meter finger jetty, at a cost of 1200 crores, which will increase cargo handling capacity. The expansion
aims to meet increasing cargo traffic, support national defense, and promote environmentally sustainable port
infrastructure, aligning with the Sagarmala programme and addressing the strategic necessity of expansion due to
growing demands and the needs of the Indian Navy and Coast Guard.
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Chairman's dominance in badminton court « DPA's victory against Mumbai Port
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Summary:

The Chairman of Deendayal Port Authority, Sushil Kumar Singh, and Captain Sood won an exciting men's doubles
match at the All India Major Ports Shuttle Badminton Tournament held in Gopalpuri. DPA employees gathered to support
their chairman, and the team's victory was celebrated for their dedication to the game.
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Chairman's dominance in badminton court « DPA wins against Mumbai Port
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- Summary:

The Deendayal Port Authority (DPA) Chairman, Sushil Kumar Singh, and Captain Sood won a thrilling men's doubles
match at the All India Major Ports Shuttle Badminton Tournament held in Gopalpuri. A large number of DPA employees
gathered to support their chairman, witnessing an exciting game where the chairman and his team demonstrated
dedication, leading to a victory celebrated by all.
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Paradip Port Records in Thermal Coal Unloading
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- Summary:

Paradip Port Authority has set a new record by unloading the maximum amount of thermal coal in a single day. On
February 14, a total of 47 rakes, including BOBRN and BOXN rakes, were successfully unloaded. The port chairman
congratulated the employees and associates for their dedication, highlighting the port's continuous efforts and strong
operational infrastructure.

~




Publication Name: Publication Date: Edition:

Prameya 20/02/2026 Bhubaneswar
Page No: CCM:
7 68.96

Cargo Management to Touch 500 Metric Tons
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Summary:

The state of Odisha is focused on increasing its port capacity and improving trade infrastructure, aiming to handle 500
million metric tons of cargo annually through both major and non-major ports. Paradip Port, which already handles a
significant portion of the country's cargo, is a key player in this expansion.
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Cargo Management to Touch 500 Metric Tons
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Summary:

The state of Odisha is focused on increasing its port capacity and improving trade infrastructure, aiming to handle 500
million metric tons of cargo annually through its major and non-major ports. Paradip Port, which already handles a
significant portion of the country's cargo, is a key player in this expansion.
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MoUs for Non-Major Ports in 4 Locations
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Summary:

The Odisha government has signed MoUs for the establishment of non-major ports in Dhamra, Gopalpur, Subarnarekha
mouth and Astrang. Additionally, a helipad will be constructed in Similipal, and the government is addressing the issue of
a faulty overbridge design in Haldiapadar following a fatal accident.
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117 crore for the repair of Khidirpur Bascule Bridge, 80 crore central grant under

'Bharatmala’' scheme
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- Summary: ~

The Khidirpur Bascule Bridge in Kolkata will undergo repairs costing 117 crore, with 180 crore provided by the central
government under the Bharatmala scheme. The renovation, expected to be completed by May of next year, aims to
improve traffic and port connectivity by modernizing the bridge's steel structure, mechanical parts, and hydraulic system.
Once renovated, the bridge is expected to facilitate smoother movement of ships and road vehicles, enhancing the port's
overall infrastructure.
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After excellent performance in various fields in ports, now ahead in sports as well DPA
Chairman's team waved the flag of victory in AIM Shuttle Badminton Victory after a
thrilling battle against Mumbai Port Authority
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Summary:

The DPA Chairman's team won the AIM Shuttle Badminton tournament against the Mumbai Port Authority. The
tournament was held at SSVP Auditorium, Gopalpuri, Gandhidham, where DPA employees showed great enthusiasm.
DPA Chairman Sushilkumar Singh and his partner, Captain Sude, led the team to victory.
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Promoting Major Shipbuilding Through Reforms in the Maritime Sector
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- Summary:

Reforms in India's maritime sector are showing positive results with an agreement between CMA CGM and Cochin
Shipyard Limited to build six LNG-fueled container ships. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal highlighted India's
progress towards becoming a major maritime nation, while Shantanu Thakur noted the achievement was due to high-
level strategic cooperation, referencing Prime Minister Modi's visit to France in 2025.
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Promoting Major Ship Construction Through Reforms in the Maritime Sector




- Summary:

CMA CGM and Cochin Shipyard Limited have signed a contract for the construction of six LNG-fueled container ships,
marking progress in India's maritime sector reforms. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal stated that India is advancing
towards becoming a major maritime nation, driven by stability, innovation, and global partnerships. Shantanu Thakur
highlighted that this achievement is a result of high-level strategic cooperation, referencing Prime Minister Modi's visit to
France and the CMA CGM headquarters.




